
Faith Of Our Youth 

by Phillip Reynolds 

ou've heard the old saying, 
"The road to He11 i s  pavd 

'; with good intentions?" In Y >: 
the United States and most of 

the western world, we could put a con- 
temporary slant on that bit of sage wis- 
dom, re-phasing it to say, "The road to 
Hell is paved with political correct- 
ness." Young Christians today face a 
new problem in the battle against Satan, 
a problem that is crafty in its inconspic- 
uous nature. I'm referring to the con- 
stant pressure on young Christians to- 
day to passively accept certain sinful 
practices, ail in the worldly cause to "be 
open-minded" and to "promote loving 
peace." We should be wary of such 
rhetoric. Christ tells us that he "did not 
come to bring peace, but a sword (Matt. 
10:34)," and we are warned in Colos- 
sians 2:s to "see to it that no one takes 
you captive through hollow and decep- 
tive philosophy, whlch depends on hu- 
man tradition . . . rather than on 
C hrist . " 

Recently, the one sin that I sec be- 
ing promoted in this country more heav- 
ily than any other i s  the acceptam, 
support, tolerance or indulgence of ho- 
mosexuality. Young people to- 
dayxhris t ians included--are encour- 
aged more and more to view homosexu- 
ality as a "lifestyle" to which one is 
"born." The m n g  influence of gays 
as a constituency should be obvious 
when we consider that our current Pres- 
ident. when elected in 1992 by a country 
wracked with miooconomic problems, 

"For the sake of ten, I will 
nothstroy it." --Gen. 18:32-- I chose to put first on his agenda the ef- 

fort to lift the ban on homosexuals in 
the military. 

The heated fervor generated by the 
President's actions and the media's sen- 
sationaiistic presentation of the oppos- 
ing viewpoints regarding this is& re- 
veal a basic ignorance and general lack 
of level-headednas on both ends of the 
spectrum. Just what i s  the nature of 
homosexuality? Is it biological or psy- 
chological in origin? First, I want to 
address the ScripturallMoral side of this 
issue, specifically, what the Biblc says 
concerning the gay "lifestyle", and how 
Christians should look upon the prac- 
tice. 

Perhaps the most alarming trend 
concerning this issue is not the obvi- 
ously growing acceptance of hornosexu- 

&e "SODOM" on page 4) 

he heading of this article is 
also the name of a project, a 
project to bring together a 
collection of psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs that have been writ- 
ten by our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.. .songs from our spiritual family. 
I am I h a W  that a part of this project 
will include a continuing seria of arti- 
cles in Faith of Our Youth. In each arti- 
cle, I will try to provide some informa- 
tion and encouragement for you to think 
about singing, and composing your own 
hymns. But I think the best feature of 
t h e s e  
art ides 
will be 
the pre- 
s e n t a -  
tion of 
s o n g s  
that you 
h a v e  
written. 
T h e s e  
songs will be offered to give a sampIe of 
what is coming in for the project, and to 
make them immediately available for 
your singing pleasure. Feel free to Xerox 
them and to share them with others. 

One objective of the "Meldies.." 
project is to encourage music that is 
meaningful to the times we live in. 
While the Word of God and it's message 

(See "MELODIES" on page 6) 
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- * T o  I .? 

atthew 7: 1 is a passage that is 
well documented among Chris 
tians. It says, "Judge not, that ye 

be not judged." This passage and others 
pertaining to this subject throughout the 
BibIe give us a simple, but powerful, mes- 
sage. That message is this: "God is the 
Judge." 

In some situations, we must judge our 
fellow man because we have no choice in the 
matter. The American concept of giving of- 
fenders of the law a fair trial by a jury of our 
peers is an example of that. However, we 
must always be careful not to make judg- 
ments out of jealousy, anger, etc.. Those are 
the type of judgments that Matthew 7:l 
refers to. Those judgments are usually re- 
htod to our eternal fate is some way, and are 
not up to us to decide. Besides, there might 
be a whole lot more there than we can see at 
the surface. I'd like to touch on some types 
of judgments we should avoid. mainly be- 
cause they can have long-lasting effects on a 
person's reputation as well as jeopardize our 
spiritual welfare: 

I )  Fault finding- From time to time, 
wc have nm into e l e  who are down on 
life and seem to do nothing but complain. 
As is most often the case, these people feel 
"short-changed" by life, and this is how they 
take out their frustrations. Wfien we are 
sup@& to judge someone, we must look at 
all helshe has to offer, not just the faults and 
shortcomings. If we look only at the bad, we 
become nothing more than a 'herchnnt of 
doom" and k a m e  a h d e n  to others. 

2) Gossip This is like a cancer that 
has spread all through the body. A little ru- 
mor m e s  to the surface, then it gets larger 
and spreads out of mtrol. As a result, the 
FR'S reputation is irreparably damaged, 
just like a human body's organs are de- 
stroyed by cancer. 1 Timothy 6: 3-5 refers to 
this as "evil surmisings." If we ever go p u b  
lic with the information, we should be abso- 
lutely sure we have all the facts and know 
exactly what t h q  are. 

3) Selt-rightemmess- TIus is more 
commonly referred to as being conceited, 
cocky, etc.. We can h e  a prime example of 
this in Luke 18:9-14. While praying, the 
Pharisee openly boasted about all of his 
works, while the Publican simply asked for 
forgiveness of his sins. As a m l t ,  the Pub 
lican found favor with C d  rather than the 
Pharisee. The Beatitudes teach us, 'Ble~sed 
are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
Earth." When we judge we should not put 
others down by trying to boast about all that 

we have done. We, as Christians, should 
make every effort to project a humble atti- 
tude. 

4) Hypocrisy- We are w e d  about 
the evils of hypocrisy in Matthew 7:s and 
Romans 2: 14 .  We shouldn't make someone 
look like m outcast for doing something 
bad, then go ahead and do it ourselves once 
we are out of view of our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. For example, if I warned my 
home congregation during public exhorta- 
tion about theevils ofgamHing, then played 
poker with friends not long after church let 
out, what kind of picture would that pment 
to some unsaved soul who is seeking the 
Lord? We must always practice what we 
pmch! 

Considering the above, me might ask, 
"IIow can we make judgments that God ap 
proves of and won't condemn?" Usually, if 
ke Wlow m e  basic guidelines and apply 
Christian principles to the situation, we can 
make proper judgments without geat diffi- 
culty. Consider the following: 

1) Get all the f r c ~  ?& is perhaps 
the most important thing to consider when 
making a judgment call. A misinfwmad or 
uninformed pason who judges another is 
risking damage to their own reputation as 
well as the person hdshe is talking about. 
We should read the words of Jesus in John 
7:24, and heed what he has to say. 

2) Use the right standard- Quite 
simply, this standard is God's word. It is 
infallible. When G d  makes judgments it's 
not out of strife and envy. He does it be- 
cause He loves us and it's for our own g& 
We should always remember to apply God's 
word to every situation so we CAN make 

3) Conslder the circumstances- 
Some circumstances dictate that we do 
hngs differently than what we normally do 
in order, for instances, to be on time for 
work, get through hard times, or even sur- 
vive. If we see a member of our Cln-istian 
brethren doing something different than that 
which their personality dictates, or some- 
thing contrary to their Christian beliefs, we 
should make every effort to look into the 
matter and find out for sure what's going on. 

4) Have the right attitude- Galatians 
6 1 says that we should show meekness. We 
must alw show love, as d~umented in John 
1 5: 12. Consider when a congregation has to 
disci- OM of its mh If we &ow a 
GENUINE concern for the member's spiri- 
tual welfare, and follow the model of church 

discipline that Paul laid out for the Corinthi- 
ans, the member will most likely realize that 
the church is looking out for himher, and 
will often times work harder to clear up the 
disagreement or probIem. If we show no 
umcem or only half-hearted concern for the 
member's plight, hdshe will be unreceptive 
and push Chnst out of hisrher life. We must 
a l w  use the utmost concern in this area. 

In conclusion, we should remember 
that although God is the suprane judge, he 
is a h  a fair and righteuus judge, and we 
should ~ry to follow his example to the best 
of our ability. G d  is no respecter of per- 
sons, and we shouldn't be either when it 
wmes to judgment. Remember, God will 
respnd to each and every unnecessary judg- 
ment in kind when our eternal judgment 
wmes to pass. May God always grant us the 
widom to effectively judge our fellow man. 

405 Leo Street 
Derry, PA 15627 

My Best Friend 
by Sara MeClease 

He is my best friend 
In Him I can confide. 
I can trust the things He says 

For I know He's never lied. 

A friend who will always be there 
For the good and for the bad. 
A friend above all others 
Who lifts me up when I am sad. 

I will always try to be like Him 
When I am tempted and tried. 
I know Eie will always love me 

If I'm serving at His side. 

A love too deep to describe 
Will always keep me near, 
To my precious Savior 
The one I love so dear, 

Sara McCltase is I4 years old She is a memba 
of the C M  of CItrist in Nixa, M-ri. 














