
Faith Of Our Youth 

by Phillip Reynolds 

ou've heard the old saying, 
"The road to He11 i s  pavd 

'; with good intentions?" In Y >: 
the United States and most of 

the western world, we could put a con- 
temporary slant on that bit of sage wis- 
dom, re-phasing it to say, "The road to 
Hell is paved with political correct- 
ness." Young Christians today face a 
new problem in the battle against Satan, 
a problem that is crafty in its inconspic- 
uous nature. I'm referring to the con- 
stant pressure on young Christians to- 
day to passively accept certain sinful 
practices, ail in the worldly cause to "be 
open-minded" and to "promote loving 
peace." We should be wary of such 
rhetoric. Christ tells us that he "did not 
come to bring peace, but a sword (Matt. 
10:34)," and we are warned in Colos- 
sians 2:s to "see to it that no one takes 
you captive through hollow and decep- 
tive philosophy, whlch depends on hu- 
man tradition . . . rather than on 
C hrist . " 

Recently, the one sin that I sec be- 
ing promoted in this country more heav- 
ily than any other i s  the acceptam, 
support, tolerance or indulgence of ho- 
mosexuality. Young people to- 
dayxhris t ians included--are encour- 
aged more and more to view homosexu- 
ality as a "lifestyle" to which one is 
"born." The m n g  influence of gays 
as a constituency should be obvious 
when we consider that our current Pres- 
ident. when elected in 1992 by a country 
wracked with miooconomic problems, 

"For the sake of ten, I will 
nothstroy it." --Gen. 18:32-- I chose to put first on his agenda the ef- 

fort to lift the ban on homosexuals in 
the military. 

The heated fervor generated by the 
President's actions and the media's sen- 
sationaiistic presentation of the oppos- 
ing viewpoints regarding this is& re- 
veal a basic ignorance and general lack 
of level-headednas on both ends of the 
spectrum. Just what i s  the nature of 
homosexuality? Is it biological or psy- 
chological in origin? First, I want to 
address the ScripturallMoral side of this 
issue, specifically, what the Biblc says 
concerning the gay "lifestyle", and how 
Christians should look upon the prac- 
tice. 

Perhaps the most alarming trend 
concerning this issue is not the obvi- 
ously growing acceptance of hornosexu- 

&e "SODOM" on page 4) 

he heading of this article is 
also the name of a project, a 
project to bring together a 
collection of psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs that have been writ- 
ten by our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.. .songs from our spiritual family. 
I am I h a W  that a part of this project 
will include a continuing seria of arti- 
cles in Faith of Our Youth. In each arti- 
cle, I will try to provide some informa- 
tion and encouragement for you to think 
about singing, and composing your own 
hymns. But I think the best feature of 
t h e s e  
art ides 
will be 
the pre- 
s e n t a -  
tion of 
s o n g s  
that you 
h a v e  
written. 
T h e s e  
songs will be offered to give a sampIe of 
what is coming in for the project, and to 
make them immediately available for 
your singing pleasure. Feel free to Xerox 
them and to share them with others. 

One objective of the "Meldies.." 
project is to encourage music that is 
meaningful to the times we live in. 
While the Word of God and it's message 

(See "MELODIES" on page 6) 
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- * T o  I .? 

atthew 7: 1 is a passage that is 
well documented among Chris 
tians. It says, "Judge not, that ye 

be not judged." This passage and others 
pertaining to this subject throughout the 
BibIe give us a simple, but powerful, mes- 
sage. That message is this: "God is the 
Judge." 

In some situations, we must judge our 
fellow man because we have no choice in the 
matter. The American concept of giving of- 
fenders of the law a fair trial by a jury of our 
peers is an example of that. However, we 
must always be careful not to make judg- 
ments out of jealousy, anger, etc.. Those are 
the type of judgments that Matthew 7:l 
refers to. Those judgments are usually re- 
htod to our eternal fate is some way, and are 
not up to us to decide. Besides, there might 
be a whole lot more there than we can see at 
the surface. I'd like to touch on some types 
of judgments we should avoid. mainly be- 
cause they can have long-lasting effects on a 
person's reputation as well as jeopardize our 
spiritual welfare: 

I )  Fault finding- From time to time, 
wc have nm into e l e  who are down on 
life and seem to do nothing but complain. 
As is most often the case, these people feel 
"short-changed" by life, and this is how they 
take out their frustrations. Wfien we are 
sup@& to judge someone, we must look at 
all helshe has to offer, not just the faults and 
shortcomings. If we look only at the bad, we 
become nothing more than a 'herchnnt of 
doom" and k a m e  a h d e n  to others. 

2) Gossip This is like a cancer that 
has spread all through the body. A little ru- 
mor m e s  to the surface, then it gets larger 
and spreads out of mtrol. As a result, the 
FR'S reputation is irreparably damaged, 
just like a human body's organs are de- 
stroyed by cancer. 1 Timothy 6: 3-5 refers to 
this as "evil surmisings." If we ever go p u b  
lic with the information, we should be abso- 
lutely sure we have all the facts and know 
exactly what t h q  are. 

3) Selt-rightemmess- TIus is more 
commonly referred to as being conceited, 
cocky, etc.. We can h e  a prime example of 
this in Luke 18:9-14. While praying, the 
Pharisee openly boasted about all of his 
works, while the Publican simply asked for 
forgiveness of his sins. As a m l t ,  the Pub 
lican found favor with C d  rather than the 
Pharisee. The Beatitudes teach us, 'Ble~sed 
are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
Earth." When we judge we should not put 
others down by trying to boast about all that 

we have done. We, as Christians, should 
make every effort to project a humble atti- 
tude. 

4) Hypocrisy- We are w e d  about 
the evils of hypocrisy in Matthew 7:s and 
Romans 2: 14 .  We shouldn't make someone 
look like m outcast for doing something 
bad, then go ahead and do it ourselves once 
we are out of view of our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. For example, if I warned my 
home congregation during public exhorta- 
tion about theevils ofgamHing, then played 
poker with friends not long after church let 
out, what kind of picture would that pment 
to some unsaved soul who is seeking the 
Lord? We must always practice what we 
pmch! 

Considering the above, me might ask, 
"IIow can we make judgments that God ap 
proves of and won't condemn?" Usually, if 
ke Wlow m e  basic guidelines and apply 
Christian principles to the situation, we can 
make proper judgments without geat diffi- 
culty. Consider the following: 

1) Get all the f r c ~  ?& is perhaps 
the most important thing to consider when 
making a judgment call. A misinfwmad or 
uninformed pason who judges another is 
risking damage to their own reputation as 
well as the person hdshe is talking about. 
We should read the words of Jesus in John 
7:24, and heed what he has to say. 

2) Use the right standard- Quite 
simply, this standard is God's word. It is 
infallible. When G d  makes judgments it's 
not out of strife and envy. He does it be- 
cause He loves us and it's for our own g& 
We should always remember to apply God's 
word to every situation so we CAN make 

3) Conslder the circumstances- 
Some circumstances dictate that we do 
hngs differently than what we normally do 
in order, for instances, to be on time for 
work, get through hard times, or even sur- 
vive. If we see a member of our Cln-istian 
brethren doing something different than that 
which their personality dictates, or some- 
thing contrary to their Christian beliefs, we 
should make every effort to look into the 
matter and find out for sure what's going on. 

4) Have the right attitude- Galatians 
6 1 says that we should show meekness. We 
must alw show love, as d~umented in John 
1 5: 12. Consider when a congregation has to 
disci- OM of its mh If we &ow a 
GENUINE concern for the member's spiri- 
tual welfare, and follow the model of church 

discipline that Paul laid out for the Corinthi- 
ans, the member will most likely realize that 
the church is looking out for himher, and 
will often times work harder to clear up the 
disagreement or probIem. If we show no 
umcem or only half-hearted concern for the 
member's plight, hdshe will be unreceptive 
and push Chnst out of hisrher life. We must 
a l w  use the utmost concern in this area. 

In conclusion, we should remember 
that although God is the suprane judge, he 
is a h  a fair and righteuus judge, and we 
should ~ry to follow his example to the best 
of our ability. G d  is no respecter of per- 
sons, and we shouldn't be either when it 
wmes to judgment. Remember, God will 
respnd to each and every unnecessary judg- 
ment in kind when our eternal judgment 
wmes to pass. May God always grant us the 
widom to effectively judge our fellow man. 

405 Leo Street 
Derry, PA 15627 

My Best Friend 
by Sara MeClease 

He is my best friend 
In Him I can confide. 
I can trust the things He says 

For I know He's never lied. 

A friend who will always be there 
For the good and for the bad. 
A friend above all others 
Who lifts me up when I am sad. 

I will always try to be like Him 
When I am tempted and tried. 
I know Eie will always love me 

If I'm serving at His side. 

A love too deep to describe 
Will always keep me near, 
To my precious Savior 
The one I love so dear, 

Sara McCltase is I4 years old She is a memba 
of the C M  of CItrist in Nixa, M-ri. 



"A- s the song reads, "I've been to 
Calvary, I can say I've seen the - Lord through the witness of his 

word." A trip to the Bible lands will 
give you a new pe-ive in every as- 
pect of Christianity. 

As in any story, we form a picture 
in our own mind of how things Imk and 
feel. Our imaginations can be our best 
explanation for our awn reasoning. I 
had formed many images of things men- 
tioned in the Bible, from the desert, to 
the streets of Jerusalem. My imagina- 
tion was my evplanation for my as- 
sumptions of how things looked, felt or 
how they worked. 

We were truly blessed by God to be 
allowed to see with our own eyes what 
we had only k e n  able to imagine in our 
minds before our pilgrimage. Because 
of the situation of the trip. each person 
was anticipating many things, yet, be- 
cause we were anticipating different 
things we then each became excited 
about everything. something that was 
not vep hard to do, no doubt. Much of 
our excitement would not have been 
possible if we had not known as much 
about the Word of Gal and about the 
stork, examples. events Biblical and 
other historical happenings as each per- 
son did. The group was blessed with 
many knowledeeable Dersons. which al- 
low& for othYCrs to'listen i n d  learn 
more. And because cach person had a 
different view point or piece of informa- 
tion to offer. everyone benefited from 
every other person in the group, I am 
quiet certain. 

As we traveled in Rome, and dis- 
cussed the story of Paul, we may have 
caught a glimpse of what Paul was deal- 
ing with in the people, physical setting, 
and government. Then as we took our 
tour flight to Egypt, and we flew over 
parts of Greece and the island country of 
Crete, the factor of travel came into 
mind. The thought that men God chose 
to take his message to the world had to 
get there somehow, put our short three 
hour flight into perspeclive. We know 
of Paul's journey's, but we can not really 
comprehend the trouble of travel. It is 
then even more impressive that the 
gospel was spread and that it is now 
available to all people of the world 
wherever they may be. 

Egypt and Israel were two totally 
different countries. From the airport to 
the commoners of the country, the at- 
mosphere was different. The Nile fiver 
is Egypt's source of water, and therefore 
food, energy and life. To see how these 
people held the river in such high re- 
gard, to know that if it were not for the 
water they would not be here, puts a 
different outlook on the value of nature 

iq tfte sf rzets, to the gardin tom6, 
to the phce gth s(u@ seeing 
with an eye offaith the events, ssto- 
rier, and history of the city, com- 

tiorts, made us reaked tFtat, yes, 
the iei6h ir the tmtti-' 

and the care for it. 
By being able to visit Egypt, a pre- 

dominately Muslim country, pieces of 
the puzzle were fit together concerning 
public structure, regard for women, gov- 
ernment influences and control, and re- 
ligious practices. Being able to take in 
the atmosphere and the mood of the 
people reflected on what we know 
about the Bible. I was able not onlv to 
understand the events of the *resent 
day, but it also sharpen my imagination 
for the stories of the Bible from the past. 
For instance, to see the Nile River and 
imagine having a dream with fat cow 
and corn, coming up from the water, 
and the real fact the the water turned to 
blood, knowing how they hold the water 
as their lifeline, imagine their shock. 
By seeing another belief, Muslim, fol- 
lowed by the majority of the people, 
made an impact on the fact that yes, 
there are still nations that have not seen 
the full truth and are not following and 
worshiping the only one true and Living 
God. 

In Israel, we were able to see a na- 
tion that has not fully accepted Christ as 
its Messiah. The land of Israel was sim- 
ply awesome. Everywhere you looked 
or talked about, thcre was a Bible story 
related to it. That in itself, knowing you 
are in the land that was promised by 
God, and that you have been blessed 

enough to walk in i 
it, was awe inspiring. Being among the 
native people of the land was the biggest 
factor I found that helped me under- 
stand how the present connects with the 
past. Though just 'tourists' in the 'land 
of God's children', the fact that we had 
seen many places where our Lord had 
preached, walked and preformed rnira- 
cles, strengthend thc feeling that the 
free gift of salvation is for ALL, and 
that we too are called and can be God's 
children! Brother Eli gave us his 
unique p~rspective of living life among 
the Jews, trylng to spread the gospel, as 
did our tour guide, Makhoul, who was 
Palestinian. 

With the opportunity to attend a 
Sabbath Synagogue service, it gave the 
thought of Jesus and others who went 
to these places to preach the full truth 
and the type of people they took the 
message to. Th is  mademeetingwith 
the brothers and sisters in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem the experience that made the 
trip real, and increased our faith and 
belief. To hear the songs and prayers 
given in the Hebrew tongue, to know 
that even though we could not under- 
stand them, that they do believe in the 
one true and Living W, and that we 
are honored to call them our brothers 
and sisters! 

The city of Jerusalem was the pin- 
nacle for thoughts concerning why we 
were traveling here and why we have 
made commitments of our lives to live 
for God and the reason why ur: have 
hop ,  i.e., Jesus Christ. From the wail- 
ing wall, to walking the streets, to the 
garden tomb, to the place of the skull, 
seeing with an eye of faith the events, 
stories, and history of the city, combined 
with the feelings and emotions, madc us 
realizad that, yes, the Bible is the truth, 
and God has blessed us for the opportu- 
nity to +isit the Holy land and pray that 
it might serve as a spring board for us 
to have the courage, energy, and dedica- 
tion to preach and spread the gospeI, be- 
cause it is for all. A trip like this is a 
rare opportunity that will definiteIy 
change your perspective. 

+4+ 
1830 College Heighrs 

Mmhattan, KS 66502 



SODOM (conllnuedfiom page I )  
ality in sc>cidpoliticallentertainment 
circles, but the not-so-obviously increas- 
ing acceptance of homosexual behavior 
in the religiousr'Christian" realm as 
well. Some denominations boast openly 
gay preachers, and teach "peaceful tol- 
erance" of the homosexual "lifestyle" in 
church dogma. The scary part of all this 
is that these churches proclaim scrip- 
tural bachng for their ideas, and 
through twisted reasoning and heavily 
slanted interpretation, manage to con- 
vince their flocks that they are correct. 

But very little interpretive reawn- 
ing is required on this matter as far as 
the Gospel is concerned. Jude 1 :7 tells 
us that "In a similar way Sodom and 
Gomorrah and the surrounding towns 
gave themselves up to sexual immoral- 
ity and perversion (my italics-P.R.). . ." 
Here we have the homosexual act la- 
beled specifically as "perversion." Read 
on in 1 Corinthians 69-10 to find the 
kind of company the Bible places the 
homosexual with: "Do you not know 
that the wicked will not inherit the king- 
dom of God? Do not be deceived: nei- 
ther the se.wIly immoral nor idolaters 
nor male prostihltw nor homosexual of- 
fenders (my italics-P.R.) nor swindlers 
will inherit the kingdom of W." 

The warning "do not be deceived" 
is an appropriate one, for deception is 

I the name of the game in Satan's desire 
to convince the young Christian of the 
"normalcy" of homosexuality. Some 
churches and Bible scholars have tried 
to preach the ides that the fate of M o m  
in Genesis 19 was reserved by God for 
that town only at that time, but such 
teaching quires  that Christians virtu- 
ally ignore several other passages of 
scripture. Romans 1 :26-27 refers to the 
homosexual act as "unnatural," and 
Leviticus 18:22 calls the laying of man 
with man "detestable." 

I For Christians of all a g q  all is- 
sues such as these must come down to 
Gd's will, regardless of the apropos 
political and social ideas of the day. 

i Don't let your persptive get fogged on 
this one; the Bible-in spite of what 
some say-is very clear on the issue. 
The temptation to accept this behavior 
can IE very strong, not only due to so- 
cial peer pramre, but especially when a 
friend or family member announces 
their desire to "come mt of the closet." 
Do not support them in this decision, 
rather, try to help them to the path of 

righteousness in full faith and knowl- 
edge that God would not have them par- 
take in such wickedness. C d  has de- 
scribed such behavior as "perverse," 
"detestable" and "unnatuw' is that not 
clear enough for you? 

Those Christians who find them- 
selves tempted to embrace the world's 
teaching on this subjext should k re- 
minded of Romans 1:32: "Although 
they know M ' s  righteous decree that 
those who do such things deserve death, 
they not only continue to do these very 

"Far Christians of all ages, 
rH issues such as Lhese must 
come down to God's w 
regardless of the aprup 
political and social ideas o 

day." 

things but also approve of those who 
practice them." And as a final warning 
to those who Mow the whole issue off as 
"no big deal," I ask you to refresh your 
memory of the fate of a town called 
Sodom, and the words in the second 
part of the 7th verse of Jude: 'They 
serve as an example of thwe who suffer 
the punishment of eternal fire." That, 
Brothers and Sisters, is a big deal. 

When it comes to the Christian's 
petspeaive on homosexuality, nothing 
would prove more confusing than a be- 
lief that people are "born gay." For in- 
deed, d homosexuals are born with their 
particular desires, then how could God, 
in all fairness, disapprove of their be- 
havior? As I pointed out in the first part 
of this article, God in no way looks upon 
the sexual practices of the gay popula- 
tion as anything but despicable, and 
worthy of eternal damnation. If homo- 
sexuals are actually born that way, then 
logica11y that would indicate that God 
predestines some souls for Hell-+ dis- 
turbing thought that has plagued many 
Christians over the years some to the 
point of a weakening or abandoning of 
their faith. G d  may indeed "work in 
mysterious ways," but I don't klieve 
that He works in self-contradictory 
ways. 

For many years, the only "defense" 
employed by gay people in answer to 
their critics was that they "knew they 
were that way from childhmd," that ar- 
gument usually backed up by stories de- 
tailing years of "confusion" and "certain 
feelings" as children, which they later 

supposedly realid as prmf of a differ- 
ent sexual prmlivity. That line of argu- 
ment is a difficult one to prove, and 
therefore was usually regarded with 
much skepticism. In fact, the American 
Psychiatric Association regarded homo- 
sexuality as a mental disorder until 
1973, and in general the majority of the 
population is abuzz over the supposed 
finding of the "gay gene," d i s c w e d  by 
Dr. Simon LeVay, a neurobiologist who 
was at the Salk institute for Biological 
Studis in LaJolla, California. At last, 
the gays believe, they have scientific 
proof-positive that being gay is some- 
thing one is born with. The rumor has 
proved a strong and effective one, as 
many people now believe that such a 
gene exists. But the facts say it doesn't. 

In layman's terms, Dr. LRVay's 
"proof' is as follows: Smnning the 
brains of 41 cadavers, including 19 ho- 
mosexual males, LeVay determined in 
199 1 that a tiny area klieved to control 
sexuality was less than half the size in 
the gay men than in the heterosexuals. 
Also, he reported in Science that the 
volume of a certain hypothalamic cell in 
the brains of the gay men was only half 
that in the brains of the straight men. 
At best, this can only be regarded as cir- 
cumstantial evidence. For one thing, 
the hpthalamus, despite its size, fig- 
ures in a variety of vital hnctions in ad- 
dition to sex. Also, there is just as much 
widence to suggest that sexual orienta- 
tion could affect brain structure, rather 
than the other way around, as Dr. 
LeVay would have us believe. For in- 
stance, Kenneth Klivington, an assis- 
tant to the president of the Salk Insti- 
tute, possesses a W y  of evidence show- 
ing that the brain's neural networks re- 
configure themselves in response to cer- 
tain experiences. One study found that 
in people reading Braille after becom- 
ing blind, the area of the brain control- 
ling the reading finger grew larger. All 
of these factors p i n t  to the reality that 
the boasting of the homosexual commu- 
nity of a scientific basis for their 
lifestyle displays a desperate, grasping 
quality in their desire for legitimacy, In 
other words, there is no gay gene, only 
a miniscule amount of flimsy evidence 
based mostly on wishful conjecture. 

It should be noted that Dr. LeVay 
has his own personal intenst in proving 
the biological origin of homosexuality: 
he is gay as well. His quest seems to be 
his own, as many scientists have aban- 



doned the notion of a gay gene, saying 
that it's naive to think a single gene 
could accaunt for so complex a behavior 
as homosexuality. 

Here and There 

John Morris is going to xhml at UMKC working on hs English degree. Mark Little 
and Kathy Gennann are to be married on October 2 1. 

their behavior?" 

forces. women homosexuals have a 
much hgher reported rate of having ac- 
tually chosen lesbianism intentionally. 

L Many lesbians say their choice was as 
much a feminist statement as a sexual 

I one. a sort of rebellion against the per- 
ceived "male dominated society." Also 
lesbians as a whole tend to be less inter- 
ested in proving the biological origin of 
their preference than men do. The bot- 
tom line is that even some gays admit 
to not really being 'born that way." 

As I said in the first part of the 
article, I believe that most of the confu- 
sion concerning this issue is a result of 
not hearing the objective facts. Science 
is not always our enemy as Christians; 
in fact, if presented tmthfully and ob- 
jectively, 1 really believe it is usually 
our friend. 

+++ 
Phillip Reynolds is ri member ofthe Independancc, 
MO amgregation. His d d m s  is 11415 E 13th 
I-, MO 64052. 

Help! With a New Feature. 
How many are acquainted withthew two brothers who lived in the Ur of the Chaldees? 

I'm sure you know their uncle and their niece was one of the mothers of the children of Israel. 
But as to "Huz & Buz", very little is recorded in scripture about them, none of their spoken 
words were recorded for our learning. 

I know their physical appearance has nothing to do with our salvation, but I wonder what 
they looked like and how they dressed. Huz was the fw born, followed by Buz, in a family 
of eight. I wonder what advise and comments they could ofler to youth t h y .  

This suggest an idea that I believe could be an excellent tool for reaching and teaching 
those who might not otherwise be receptive to lessons of truth. That is, EIuz & Buz as cartoon 
c b t e r s  sowing seeds of spiritual insight for youth. 

There is one problem with this idm, it requires an artist in caricature drawing and a 
writer skilled at mfiing humor that teaches. If anyone has thee talents, you are invited to 
submit a me or two frame "teaching" Eartm for this space in future FOOY's. If we can get 
the fust one, I believe others will follow. 

Send your cartm to the address on the back page. The editor r emes  the right to 
accept or reject any submissions. -DRS-- 



M Y prayer for you is that you 
will come to appreciate the au- 
thority of Gal, and that you'll 

see that the character you want for your- 
self and your friends is found in the 
Lard God, and all that you could want 
for love and relationships is found first 
in the Lord God Almighty." 

This was how I ended my last 
thoughts with you. I would like to con- 
tinue to expand the idea that God can bc 
the ideal for your relationships. How 
can God be an ideal for sex? That's 
seems Iike a funny question on the sur- 
face. but God designed and perfected 
our sexual nature. So who better to look 
to have a real understanding about our 
sexuality. 

What's the truth about sex? On 
one side God would have us: abstain, 
flee, not commit, not even a hint, put to 
death, avoid all sexual - immorality 
(Acts 15129; 1 Cor. 10:s; Eph. 5:3; Col. 
3 5 :  1 mess. 4:3). The reason for that 
is because God had something much 
better in mind for us. a ' s  standard 
for sex is love. A love that prduces in- 
timacy and closeness. A love that is 
both giving and trusting. A love that is 
safe, secure and loyal through all the 
ups and downs of life. A love that val- 
ues the happiness, health, and spiritual 
growth of the another, as important as 
your own (Eph. 5:28). This is not a love 
that makes you jump when you hear a 
car door close. This is not the love that 
makes you nervous for the next several 
weeks. This is not the love that puts an 
invisible distance between two people. 

God's standard for sex is also pu- 
rity. Thc se.ml relationship is meant to 
form an unbroken circle of purity. A 
pure union. two virgtns entering into an 
exclusive relationship (Heb. I3:4). It is 
never having to say "Honey, I'm sorry." 

God's standard for sex is also 
faithfulness. It is a commitment be- 
tween two p p l e  to remain faithful to 
each other (Ps. 85:10). It means to 
honor your word before God and men. 

Why such high standards? Be- 
cause God Jihmself is love (1 Jn. 4: 8-9), 
purity (1 Jn. 3:3), and faithful (I Jn. 
1:9). 

"So whatr' you say. "I don't see 
how that applies to me. It just Iwks like 
so much stuff to confuse us and spoil 
our fun." Consider, if you will, for one 
moment what it might be like if you ac- 
tually tried it God's way. If you decided 
to act as if sex was to be based on love, 
purity, and faithfulness. First of all, this 
would protect you from a lot of things 
happening in this world. 1 .) Protect 
you from guilt. ("Oh no, my parents are 
home!") 2.) Protect you from an un- 
planned pregnancy. It does happen! It 
happens to 2,795 teenage girls every- 
day! Another 1,106 get an abortion 
daily in America. 3.) Protect you from 
S T D ' e 2 5  known kinds, 20 of which 
are NOT preventable with contracep- 
tives. And you will never have to say 
"I'm sorry" to your mate. 4.) Protect 
you from sexual insecurity andlor com- 
parison. There will only be just the two 
of you in your marriage kd. 5 .) Protect 
you from a vast array of emotional dis- 
tress, suspicion, stress, disappointment, 
and depression. That seems like quite a 
list just in itself. But wait there's more! 

If you act as if sex was based on 
love, purity, and faithhlness you will t>e 
provided with some valuable things as 
well. I .)  Provided with spiritual re- 
wards (1 Cor. 6:13). 2.) It will provide 
you with a healthier atmosphere in 
which to raise your children. You'll be 
able to answer questions honestly. 3.) 
It will provide peace of mind-no dis- 
ease, no "ghost" from the past, or emo- 
tional baggage. 4.) You will be pro- 
vided with a sense of trust, proven char- 
acter, and maturity. 5.) It will provide 
you with a true intimacy--being one 
flesh, one spiritually, and one emotion- 
ally. 

Consider what God has to offer 
you in the way of protection and what 
He can provide for you. Young people, 
may you all find the love of your life, 
and at the right time so that you can ex- 
perience all that God has in store for 
you. Stay strong. Love the Lord. 

In HIS Senice, 

MELODIES Kontinvedfrom page !) 
never changes, the expression of melody 
d m .  There is no melody line or harmony 
we can @uce that has the stamp of bibli- 
cal standard. As time proceeds, and the sur- 
roundings of life change, so also the somd- 
scape changes. The ;motional resonance 
h t  we as believers fee1 in our bodies and in 
our spirits correspond to our sojourn from 
century to  century with all it's external 
changes. I believe this is why God left the 
matter of melody open.. " . .making rneldy in 
your heart to the 1,ord." (Eph.5: 19) God has 
given us a privilege to incorjmrate the 
uniqueness of our time's rneldic expression 
in our worship of Him. "All the lungs of the 
a-th shall praise you, 0 LORD, when they 
hear the words of your mouth. Yes, they 
shall sing of the ways of the LORD. For 
great is the glory of the LORD. " (Ps. 1 38:4- 
5) According to Revelation 1 :6, those whose 
sins are washed away by the bIwd of Jesus 
are the kings. May it be the case that the 
One who loves us all will remember we 
have made mehdies in our hearts to thank 
Him and to teach one another of His way. 

Some of you have a g o d  depth of mu- 
sical experience and can arrange your o m  
manuscript. A lot of you are probably like 
me, having a love for music, but needing as- 
sistance in various areas of wmpsition. If 
this is the case, don't hold hack. There are 
brethren helping with this project, who will 
assist in editing these songs, and they will 
help with any area that is in need. So don't 
feel shy. You indeed may have a fountain of 
praise to God in song welling up in your 
hearts. Send pur tapes or manuscripts to 
me at the address appearing at (he end of 
this article. 

This issue's feature, "Listen Closely ", 
was written by Alena Caldwell, a sister fmm 
Bakersfield, California. Alena is 16 years 
old and mill  he a junior in high school. She 
has a wide f eld of interests and activities, 
some of which are: nmning cross country, 
track, basketball, swimming, playing clar- 
inet in band and orchestra, playing piano in 
jazr. band, and drawing. She writes, "Music, 
without a doubt, is my greatest passion." 
This will k evident to you as you take the 
time to learn and sing "Listen Closely". To 
me, this song has the pwer to touch with 
hope any corner of a troubled heart. She 
adds, "Of all the ways to worship the Lord, 
singing and praising Him with music is the 
most moving for me." 

May we all be moved as the profun- 
dity of truth and the resonance of emotion 
merge and emerge to the glory of our Cre- 
ator through the melodies in our hearts. 

+++ 
L w i s  Garbi 
903 W. 11 th 
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oung people of senior high- 
school and college age are in Y the most critical period of 

their entire lives. During this decade of 
life, they are leaving home to be out on 
their own for the first time. They begn 
making decisions that will affect the re- 
mainder of their Iives for better or for 
worse. They are trylng to figure out 
who they are and what they want out of 
life. The carefree days of adolescent are 
soon consumed by the realities of a "dog 
eat dog" world. Economic welfare be- 
comes a major concern of the young 
mind. With major life decisions about 
career and family relationship+which 
are very important-taking up most of 
their time and energy, it is easy to ne- 
glect ones soul and leave God out of the 
picture. 

In this critical period of life, it is a 
constant struggle with the pressure of 
peers to conform and of xlf to feel loved 
and accepted. Young Christians will 
experience rejection by the world, as the 
world rejected Jesus. This can create a 
crisis of confidence. And a state of cri- 

sis can foster bad c h m s  and wrong de- 
cisions, that have lasting effects on life. 

Those of us who have made it 
through this critical period have a re- 
sponsibility to warn of the pitfalls we 
encountered and offer support, encour- 
aging the youth to chart their course 
with God as their strength and guide. 

+4+++ 
FOOY NOTES: Change is good if for the 
better. To improve the scope and mission of 
"FOOY". some changes are being impie- 
mented with this issw, including an ex- 
pmded 8 page layout with more features in 
a revised format. We trust this change is for 
the better. Your suggestions or criticism for 
improvemat are welcome. 

One new feature is a column 
"Melodies in our Hearts" by Louis Garbi ac- 
companied by a featured new "Song of Our 
Youth." The inaugwl column, feahmd on 
the front page, describes a worthy project 
encouraging new songs written by brothers 
and sisters of our church "family." This 
project adds another dimension to the pri- 
mary mission of 'FOOT', i .e., to encourage 
expressions of faith, commitment, and d e w  
tion by young brethren in essays and poetry, 
and now in melodies in the heart. 

Occassionally, morsels of truth that 

are offered in clever or humorous wrappings 
are more platable and make a deeper and 
longer lasting impression than the same in- 
formation communicated in a 'hatter of 
fact" statement. Even profound knowledge 
transmitted in a manner that brings a smile 
or a chuckle is not soon forgotien. I still re- 
member a very serjous lesson of b-uth em- 
phasized by a brief humorous statement de- 
livered from the pulpit over 25 years ago re- 
gerding people who are very intolerant on 
small issues of opinion, yet opm wide their 
h t s  of tolerance to accept a huge mouth- 
ful of error. The mernorabIe quote was, 
"How would you like to have a dromedary 
stuck in your esophagus'7 

n i s  gives rise to another possible new 
feature. "Huz & Buz of Ur", explained on 
page 6, would use a lighter approach to de- 
liver a lasting impression of truth. This fea- 
ture will depend on those who have talent 
for drawing combined with the ability to 
briefly express truth in clever and humorous 
statements. The talents of youth are pre- 
ferred in this feature, keeping with the pur- 
pose of "FOOY. However, given the fact 
that many of us do not have this talent, it 
may be necessary to relax the age limit in 
order to keep a supply of caricature teach- 
ings featuring "Huz & Buz of Ur." 
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