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DEBATE 
by Jeremy Morris 

I t has d e n  been said to me 
by people from denomina- 
tions, that the Church of 
Christ "is dwd and has no 

Me. Your members just sit there and 
don't let the Spirit of God flow through 
them. They quench the Spirit by being 
legalistic of the New Testament pas- 
sages." In turn, some will speak of 
these denominations as k i n g  outright 
mad. Their worship service has no or- 
der. They jump pews and dance in the 
aisles while constantly shouting up to 
God in Heaven." An outsider is easily 
confused amongs! t b  opposing sides. 
As followers of G d ,  we must close wr 
lips and open our ears to the Word of 
God regarding Christian worship. 

In John 4:24, Christ said, "Codis 
a spirit, and those that wrship him 
nurst uwrship him in spirit and in 
mtk " It seems to me that the worshp 
of our Creator is a continuum with 
"Complete Spirit" on one end and 
"Absohte Truthn on the other. Those 
who fall on the fbr end of the Spirit side 
claim that we can follow God through 
faith only. He q d i s  to all of us, and 
allows us to worship him in our individ- 
ual manners. Those that fall on the 
Truth end of tlus imaginary mntinuum 
claim that G d  set up a specific manner 
of worship and it must ?x adbered to 

''RoG~s?" 
by Phil Reynolds 

P salm 98: 1 : "0 sing unto the 
Lord a new song; for ke hath 
b e  marvdons Lings. . . " 

Fifteen year ago, "Christian rock" 
music was a tiny fringe element to the 
rock 'n' roll scene. Virtually ignored by 
almost everyone, bands such as Petra 
and Stryper eked out a living playing at 
church auditoriums and "concert-in- 
tlqlari? fairs. Today, Christian rock 
is a viable growth industry, with sales 
and concert receipts approaching a bil- 
lion dollars a year. 

Which l& me wondering . . . is 
this a good thing? 

Any fan of current secular 
"alternative r ~ k "  would be hard- 
pressed not to have noticed the recent 
definite trend of tongue-incheek, blab 
phemous references to God, usually 
from a curiously feminist point of view. 
Tori Amos has a hit song in which she 
sings 

God, sometimes you jusi 
don't come through; 
You need a w o r n  to look af- 
ter p u .  
Joan Osbume's latest album m t  

platinum in sales with a popular single 
containing the following lyrics: 

Whaf VGod was one of us? 
Just a slob like one of us? 
Another b a d  (their name escapes 

me) glibly sings, "Tell me all your 
thoughts on God, because I'm on my 
way to see her." Such lyrics are obvi- 
ously wil in nature to the discerning 
Christh, and certainly don't need to be 
analyzed here. But what about 
"Christian" rock; does it offer s o h e  to 
the rock 'n' roll fan with a conscience? 

When I was in high school, the 
Christian rmk band Petra r e l d  an 
album called Beat the System. That al- 
bum was probably the most popular of 
its kind at the time, and it contained the 
only Christian m k  hit song that I re- 
memhr, "God Gave Rwk 'n' Roll to 
You." I was not a Christian then, and 
didn't find the song offensive morally w 
spiritually; I simply thought it poor ar- 
tistically. That was back in 1984, and 
until recently, I really hadn't hard any- 
thing since, choosing not to pay atten- 
tion. 

About five months ago, after hear- 
ing of a Christian rock video program 
on channel 50 in Kansas City, Missouri, 
and &er overhearing the children of 
mme of our brethren in Christ talking 
abwt Christian rack music, I got inter- 
ested again. Finally, upon seeing a 
bumper sticker, brightly colored with 
the words Yesus Rocks," I decided to 
Imk into it. 

The first thing that struck me was 
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