
A 
rs. Simon, an elderly 
woman with a formal Euro- 
pean background, was nor- 
mally a very active and 
healthy eighty-five year old. 
After having a few spells of 

sickness she was admitted to the hospi- 
tal for a series of test. When she en- 
tered, Mrs. Simon's belongings were 
quickly taken from her and put in a safe 
place. Her eyeglasses, house robe, and 
dentures were among the items taken. 
The explanation for their removal was 
cold and blunt. "Senile old people can 
hurt themselves with those false teeth." 

Many of the comments from the 
young hospital staff members were sim- 
ilar to this. When a close relative 
objected to the use of the word 'senile' 
in reference to Mrs. Simon, a nurse 
replied, "She's eighty-five years old, 
people at that age don't have a l  their 
marbles." Comments of this nature 
continued to increase while Mrs. Si- 
mon's health steadily declined. 

Tired of being called "Dollie," 
"Grannie," and the like, she reverted to 
speaking her native German tongue. 

t To this the hospital asked a neurologst 
to visit with her. His determination was 
that Mrs. Simon was suffering from 

k 'psychotic episodes' indicated by her 
'unintelligible gibberish.' After a two 
week stay in the hospital, Mrs. Simon's 
physical b i y  finally gave up the fight. 

("My Name is Mrs. Simon.", LHJ, 

(See "SIMON" on page 3) 

Terry Martiff 

y walk started at 4:00 a.m. 
May 19, 1993 with a one 
half hour drive to down- 
town K m s  City. I can't 
remember what my father 
said as he dropped me off. 

His words where soft and fill of love, 
but hard for him to express. It was an 
awkward time for both of us saying 
gd-bye. 

At 5:30 p.m. the same day I and 
two other p p l e  were taken to Kansas 
City International airport. We were 
headed for San Antonio, Texas. We 
were going farther away from home 
than ever kfore. We were going where 
we didn't know anyone, not wen each 
other. We were on our way to basic 
training, where all men and women of 
the Air Force have to go. 

When we arrived in San Antonio 
it looked like any other airport, people 
rushing by, waiting, looking lost, hug- 
ging loved ones whom they haven't seen 
in some time. We were put in a holding 
area with both men and women from all 
over the United States. We were all 
there for the same reason, but yet with 
different purposes. 

The time was going sIowly and it 
was getting late. A bus finally arrived 
around 9: 15 p.m. About 40 of us got on 
and were ready to go. I sat up front by 
a window. All I really remember is 
looking up at the moon and thinking 
about my family. How I wished I would 
have spent more time with them before 
1 left. It didn't take long to get to the 

base, only about half an-hour. 
Upon arriving the first place they 

took us was to a cafeteria to get some- 
thing to eat. After that we went to a 
different building to go through a 
check-in prmess to ensure everyone 
was there. Shortly afier 11:OO p.m. we 
all got back on the bus and proceeded to 
our respected living quarters. As we 
went from building to building they all 
looked the same. Then my name was 
called "Martin." It was kind of an 
uneasy feeling hearing my name called, 
but it still hadn't hit me that I was 
actually at basic training. As I got off 
the bus with about six other guys, they 
told us to line up in a straight line along 
side each other. The building looked 
old and it's design was like nothlng I've 
ever seen. We s t d  under an overhang 
that extend4 from the building on all 
four sides. 

Shortly our TI (Training Instmc- 
tor) came out of a door in front of us. 
There was the man who was going to 
yell at us and teach us all the t hlngs tve 
needed to know to be in the h r  Force. 
He didn't look at all like I had pictured 
him as king big and intimidating. He 
was a short guy about 5' 7" and not very 
big. Actually I was kind of disap- 
pointed. None the less, he started call- 
ing off our names to make sure every- 
one was there. The first guy responded, 
"here." The T.I. then yelled, "you all 
better stand at attention when I'm talk- 
ing to you." He then took a moment to 
show us all how to stand at attention. 

(See "WALK" on page 2) 
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"WALK" (Contimed Brn pugs I )  
After the last name was called he said, 
"this is your new home. this is the pbce 
where all of you will k staying for the 
next six weeks. Now get in linq shut 
up and follow me upstairs". 

We went up two flights of stairs 
and entered a door with a tiny little 
window at eye level. Upon entering we 
took an immediate left into another 
room with couch= and chairs on three 
sides of the room. We were told to sit 
on the flmr and be quiet. It did cross 
my mind as to why he would tell us to 
sit on the floor. I didn't question it, 1. 
just sat down. At th~s point I not only 
felt like sitting down on the flmr, I felt 
like lying down and going to sleep. 

After I sat down I g l a n d  up at 
this chalk board and saw written "Sir, 
Airman (last name) qmrts 
as ordered*. Just as I finished mding 
the sentence the T.I. threw me a h k  
about three quarters of an inch thick. 
He told everyone to write down those 
six words on the board on top of this 
book and to fill in our last name. He 
stat4 "from this p in t  on if you need 
to speak you better memorize those six 
words. If you want to know how to do 
something read the book". This is 
similar to the way we speak to Gal  in 
prayer and read the Bible for instruc- 
tion in righteousness. 

By this time it was getting close to 
midrught, and my attention span was 
nonexistent. Then he told us to get up 
and to bring our h k  with us. As we 
walked out of the room, the door we 
originally came in was on our imrnedi- 
ate right. To our left were two big open 
rooms with no doors. We went past the 
first one and then went about another 
15 feet to the second one. We were told 
to find a k d  and go to sleep. This was 
the best news 1 heard all day and I 
wasted no time in finding a bed. 

The next morning the lights came 
on, music started playing and I heard 
men yelling. I sat up in my bed and 
looked around on both sides of me. I 
saw guys jumping out of their beds d 
standing up. Then I tuned in to what 
the men were saying, "get up, get up 
and stand nexi to your bed." Then and 
there I realized where I was and the 
reabty began to sink in. 1 got up 
quickly and stood next to my bed like 
everyone else. Two T.I.'s came to our 
side and told us to put all of wr valw 
ables in our hands and spread every- 
thing else out on our bed. One T.1 
started yelling at the first guy. I was 
about the 5th bed down. No one could 
understand him he was talking so fast. 
He got to my bed and ranled off some- 

thing real fast. I just said, "Yes sir" and 
then he went on. Once all of that was 
q l e t e  they told us to get dressed and 
get downstairs for breakfast. m g  
bmh% I tried to observe all the guys 
who were in my group. 

After breakfast we were headed off 
for the traditional first day thing. Ev- 
eryone must have their hair buzzed off. 
We lined up in four columns, about 12 
people deep and started marching. It 
seem liked we marched for ever. Fi- 
nally, we mkd t ? ~  budding where we 
got our haircuts. 

After our haircuts, I could hardly 
mgnize  one person from another. It's 
an odd feeling getting your head shaved. 

"Sometimes I 
don't thing we 

reafize how 
much ~undau 

service,  o r  any 
service for that 
matter, lie@ 

$9 
US* 

it to being baptized Before you are 
haptized, you are of the world. Once 
you have been baptized you are a child 
of Gal  and everyone around you of like 
precious faith is family. Once we re- 
ceived our haircuts, it was like we had 
shed the things of this world and were 
isolated from the cares of thrs world. 
"And have put on the new man, which is 
renewed in knowledge after the image of 
him that created him" (Col 3:10). We 
were physically isolated yes, but the 
haircut made it evident that we were 
together as a team and dependent on 
each other. We had been transformed. 
We all came from different hackgrounds 
of m e ,  culture and fami Ea. The things 
that made us individuals and the way we 
e x p d  oumlves in the world didn't 
matter in this situation. Being a Chris- 
tian we know that we must not love the 
things of this world. "Love nat the 

world neither tht things that are in 
the world. If any aran love the world, 
the Iwe of the Fatbtr is not in him" (I 
Jno 2 : 15). Our Christian walk today 
is similar to his. We live in the world 
everyday, but we must remmhr not 
to fall into those thing that are of the 
world. 

After our haircuts we were issued 
alI  our clothes. Everything from socks 
and T-shirts to a coat and s h m  and a 
duffel bag to throw them into. This 
was the last time we would wear our 
civilian clothe. We put on the stan- 
dard military camouflage uniform, 
boots and all. Now we all truly ]looked 
the same from our shaved head to our 
combat lmts. We packed all of our 
stuff in our duffel bags and prepared to 
march back to the barracks. The bag 
was heavy and each man had to carry 
his own. Paul speaks of this, "For 
every man shall k u  his own burden" 
Gal 6:s. Everyone had to carry their 
own bag. This was a test of faith and 
endurance to see if every man could 
cany his own weight. This is another 
comparison how we must take care of 
ourselves as Christians, so that we 
might h able to help others in need of 
help. 

Upon arrival at the barracks we 
hauled our duffel hag up the stairs and 
the TI instructed everyone into our 
mining m m ;  the one with all the 
couches and chairs. He explained to 
us how to mark and fold our cl- 
everything from undergarments to our 
laundry bag. When everything was 
marked we went into one of the rooms 
where all the beds were. He showed 
us how to make a bed the military 
way. He stated that who ever sleeps 
beside you will be your partner and 
that ym must help each other. He had 
a couple of us make the kd so we 
would understand how people must 
work together to get the job done. 
Once we were familiar with it, he told 
us to go make our beds and to fold our 
clothes. Folding the clothes was the 
complicated part and we had to look to 
& otkr  for k l p .  This same prima- 
ple applies for Christians. In Gal 6:2 
we are taught to, "Bear ye one an- 
other's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christm 

Finally after three days of train- 
ing and marching everywhere it was 
Saturday. Even though it had only 
been three days, I was drained from 
the long days. 1 was ad it was the a weekend. The T.1 go home and 
we mn finally get some rest around 
kre. It wasn't long until I realized 

(Sse "WALK" an page 3) 



" WaB" (Continuedfrom page 2) 
there were no weekends. Saturday we 
spent all day learning the techniques 
of marching to different commands 
on this huge blacktop. March, march, 
march, the day was over and my legs 
were tired. All I could think about 
was I sure hope tomorrow isn't like 
this. After supper we were told any- 
one wanting to go to church would be 
allowed to go. This was music to my 

i Y chose toybin 

t the nzifltary and 
to be a au&eer 

for m y  country 
we anmust 

ears. 
Sunday morning 1 was ready to 

go to church. I was exhausted from 
the week and was looking forward to 
the day. Some other t m p s  from 
another unit who were more advanced 
in training came by to escort us to 
church. They informed us that TI'S 
were not allowed to attend church 
services with us. This was a relief to 
everyone. We marched to the church 
building, which took about 15 min- 
utes. I walked in and there must have 
been 1,000 young men in this build- 
ing sitting in pews and everyone 
looked the same. We were greeted 

rn and told to sit anywhere we wanted. 
It was ovwwhelming at first, no TI'S 
and sit anywhere you want. We were ' given back some freedom that I had 
taken for granted. 

Church started and they asked us 
all to stand and to greet the people 
M d e  you. Then they called out a 
song selection, so 1 opened up the 
b m k  and started singing. Then all of 
a sudden something came over me, I 
started crying. I wasn't sure why, I 
guess 1 felt at ease, 1 felt alive, I felt 
like the Lord was there with me, yet I 
felt fear for the days ahead. I d~dn't 
want the services to end. However, 
this day made it b b l e  to go ahead 

with my training, because 1 knew I 
could attend services on Sunday. 
Sometimes I don't think we realize 
how much Sunday worship service, or 
any service for that matter, helps us. 
Whether in uniform or not, we are all 
soldiers of Christ. "Put on the whole 
armour of Gd that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the deviln 
(Eph 6:ll). " A b e  all, taking the 
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked" (6: 16). "And take the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of W" 
(6: 17). 

During my last week of training, 
we finally got to sit on those couches 
and chairs in our training room. 
Graduation was only a week away and 
we had earned the privilege of sitting 
on them. Our T.1 came in that day 
and he just simply said, "It feels good 
dwsn't itT' 

I chose to join the military and 
to be a soldier for my cwntry. We all 
must choose to be a wldier for the 
Lord and be a voim for him. "Thw 
therefore endure hardness as a soldier 
of Jesus Christ No man that warreth 
entangleth himself with the affairs of 
this life; that he may please him who 
hath chosen him to be a soldier" (II 
Tim 2:3,4). 

Graduation day finally arrived 
and I knew without the others I cuuld 
not have made it. As I walked up to 
receive my diploma, I was filled with 
joy. But now as an official member of 
the United States Air Force I was 
expected to uphold the standards and 
conduct myself accordingly. It's the 
same for Christians, we are expected 
to obey Christ and hs command- 
ments. "Nevertheless, whereto we 
have already attained, let us walk by 
the same rule, let us mind the same 
thingu (Phil 3: 16). 

I have learned a great deal in the 
military about p q l e  and how to treat 
them. But most importantly, I learned 
about myself. My basic training 
taught me to k the best that I a n  be 
in life, which requires b n g  a Chris- 
tian. When I started basic training I 
wasn't a Christian, but my walk 
through that difficult mining of disci- 
pline was the test of my character that 
aided me in obeying the Lord. 

':YimmP" fl-oo!~medjrompage 1) 
Aug. 1984) 

Working in a hospital myelf, 1 
see many people just hie Mrs. Simn 
on a day to day basis. I have seen the 
disresDectfulness of youth towards the 
elder6 and am quite disappointed. The 
wisdom to be gained from this genera- 
tion is invaluable yet the young chose to 
let it slip through their fingers. In 1990 
the people over the age of sixty-five and 
classified as elderly made up 12.5% of 
the United States population. It is ths 
group includ~ng Mrs. Simon that I will 
base my thoughts on. 

It is disheartening to see a 
generation such as ours giving little 
heed to the wisdom of the elderly. 
They are passed off as being old- 
fashioned, out of touch or senile. 
Scripturally, we find no backing for 
this attitude and i n  fact quite the 
contrary is true. Among the many 
laws given to Moses, Lev. 19: 32 
commands us to 'Rise up before the 
hoary head, and honor the face of 

"%specting the 
agedis  our duty 

andshouLid 6e 

this tfiere is 
much we can 

learn from their 
wisdom to lie& 
us Cive for G o d "  

the old man.' This particular com- 
mand troubled some in Israel. 
Jeremiah speaking of Israel's sins 
in Lam. 5: 12, refers to dishonor- 
ing the elderly with killing the 
rulers and ravishing the women. 
God does not take lightly the boast- 
fulness of youth. Many times we 
find ourselves poking fun at the 
ailments of age. I can remember a 
time when my brother and I visited 

, a widow. Although her heart was 
sweet, her memory was not as it 

pee "Simon" on page 4) 



Endure to the End 
by Gim Sears 

ave you ever seen as much 
repetition in a chapter as 
found in the 136th Psalm? 
Repetition of a @er is 
usually used for emphasis. 
Do youthink God wastry- 

ing to get a certain mwage across in 
this passage? The phrase, "for his 
mercy endureth for ever" occurs at the 
end of each of t k  26 verses of Psalm 
136. God's mercy endured through 
everything in the past, and will always 
endure. He wants us to endure as well, 
through the good times and the had. 

Paul spoke about running the race, 
in I Corinthians 9:24. He tells us to nm 
the race of life, as if there was only one 
prize to be won. The way to win 
through C W  is described in Matthew 
11:28-30. If you go to Him, He will 
take away your burden and help you to 
endure through life. Not only must we 

DEATH ETERNAL 

I A second of life a death eternal. 
Encased in my tomb a star filled night 
burial. 

Standing alone in my search for the 
truth. 
My family I knew would find it uncouth. 

To death I was put in the December 

My soul I knew I owld not barter. 

I T was alone no one really knew. 
As I choose a life with Christ and my 
sins he dew. 

3eckoned by the light from my icy 

A second of death for lfie eternal. 

love G d  with all of our heart, soul, and 
mind, but we also must love our neigh- 
bors (Matthew 22:37-40). We must 
love them if they are friend; we must 
love them if they are fm. 

In the sermon on the mount, Jesus 
teaches us of loving everyone, as well as 
enduring through the good times and 
the bad. In Matthew 5 4 3 4 . 8 0 ,  
Jesus explains that it is easy to love 
those that love you. The challenge is 
found in loving your enemies who do 
not love you. 

Christ also illustrates that the sun 
rises on the good and the evil, and rain 
falls on them both as well. He tells us 
that g o d  things will happen in our 
hes as well as bad things, no matter 
who we are,. It is how we demonstrate 
our patience and endurance in trying 
times that determines the strength and 
integrity of our own Christianity. 

When times are gmt, it is very 
easy to endure and live for Christ. 
However, when the going gets rough, 
we must not let oumlves gel down. We 
must remain steadfast and mntinuously 
let our light shine unto others to show 
them the way to Christ. To do this, we 
must have an open mind and an open 
heart. Paul gives us examples of how to 
work with others in I Corinthians 9:20- 
22. To win others he became as a Jew, 
or as those without law, or as the weak. 
He did not saMce W s  standards, 
but perhaps his own personal gain. He 
did not have to "asmhle" with those 
type of people, but yet he did because he 
truly loved his friends and his fws. He 
cared for their souls, therefore he was 
not a mere bystander. Whether the 
situation was good or had, Paul never 
gave up, but endured to the end. Never 
letting others stand in his way, he 
turned bad things into g d .  

We should model ourselves after 
Jesus and follow the examples of men 
like Paul. We must learn to endure to 
the very end and let nothing get in our 
way. 

"Blessed is the rtlan that endureth 
temptation: for when he is tried, he 
shall receive the crown of life, which 
the LoTd hath promised to them that 
lave him. " 

--James 1: 12- 

USim~n'' (Continuedfi  pug8 3) 
was in times past. By the end of the 
evening, Jeremy and I had heard the 
same four stories at least five times 
each. On the drive home we 
laughed about the conversation with 
the widow which brought to life the 
story in I1 Kings 2: 23-25. This 
passage gives us the best example of 
the severity of disrespecting the 
elderly. As Elisha traveled to 
Bethel, several children met him in 
the road. They began to mock 
Elisha's bald head which angered 
him so much that he rebuked them. 
God punished the disrespectful chil- 
dren by sending two she bears from 
the woods. God finds no humor in 
dishonor. Keep in mind Jam. 4 :14, 
life is a vapor and soon we will be 
standing in their shoes. 

Passing the elderly off as se- 
nile leaves us with no one to turn to 
for advice but the young. As hard 
as we try there is no way to gain the 
experiences that come with age. 
However, by listening and taking to 
heart their wisdom, we may avoid 
many sins. Solomon once said, 
'The glory of young men is their 
strength, and the beauty of old men 
is their gray hair.' Though the 
young may be strong nothing can 
substitute for knowledge. Job tells 
us that 'with the ancient is wisdom 
and in length of days undewtand- 
ing.' (12 : 12) This is best exem- 
plified by Rehoboam in I Kings 12. 
Rehoboam trusted i n  the advice of 
his young peers as opposed to the 
wisdom of the elderly and in the 
end his people revolted against him. 

It all boils down to this: Re- 
specting the aged is our duty and 
should be a pleasure. If we will do 
this there is much we can learn 
from their wisdom to help us live 
for God. Life is tough. To battle 
alone when others can help is 
ridiculous. Treating our elders the 
way Mrs. Simon was treated has no 
advantage. Instead, listening to 
their advice from a lifetime of expe- 
rience gives us the advantage in our 
struggle against Satan and sin. 
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writer for this edition's tAese three to guide us in our worship. 
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* y  3, 1997 always appreciated Grant' s and how to sing- 
love of meeting and singing with the What d w  C i d  want to hear in our 

~ h n  ~uttcemr & g e s s h  sompson b r e w -  - L.G. service? He says psdms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs. The words then may k 
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richly as you teach words and music to 
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gune 14. t 997 hearts to w." (COI. music t o  ce 6e6rate A lovely melody, 
3 : 16) And finally, "So rendered with 

+4?4~4+42+*4$?4~ what shall I do? I mi1 the richness of gorgeous hamomi, is 
pray with my spirit, not spiritual by itself. 
but I wil1 also pray 606" What we sing must 
with my mind; I will make sense. Sqngs 
sing with my spirit, can be sung so rap~dly 

fooy'k 
C r m  P e !  

'Tmr' i s  three ym 'Id- 
And like most youngsters there are prob 
lems with up, our 
original subscription list is becoming out- 
dated. Young people tend to move 
around a lot. Students graduate and move 
on and we are 1efl with an address list 
that prompts many "Return to sender" or 
V o  f m d i n g  Address." 

It is truly a work of faith and a joy 
for our church family to publish, print and 
mail approximately 1,000 copies of 
FQOY every four months, or so. But so 
many copies are being returned unresd, 
we would like to try a new approach. 

Starting with this issue, we will 
begin mailing each congregtion a packet 

to distribute among their youth. 
It wi 1 be your responsibility to deliver "T 
copies to young members in mllege or 
awaj @n ,hyne, We will remove most 
of e md~adual names from our list, 
except those we h o w  that are not directly 
associaied with congregations on our 
mailing list. We will try to estimate the 
right number to send to each congrega- 
tion. If you need more or Iess. let us 
h o w  before next issue. Enjoy Faith of 
our Youth! 

but I will also sing with my mind." (I that we are only ~ m i n g  words. Songs 
Car. 14:I5) can contain obscure references such as 

The New Testament "0, beulah land, sweet beuIah land-r 
Other 'let the lower lights be burning." Some drences to Pad 'llas may became familiar that we 

sang in sang with the jwt go though the motions ulthout d i w p l a  just after the laa mppr. We thinking at are told to sing if we are mew. ~ n d  
 the^ are several Pmga in melat ion 

@e MELODIES on page 6) 



MELODIEs (ConffnuedPom page 5) 

There is more to a song than 
words. There must be some sort of 
melody flowing with the words. This 
mel* has an appeal, but it is not 
intellectual. It is emotional. We sing 
because we like to sing. We like to hear 
others singing. There is a joy in 
mating music with others. 

Part of that is a sense of the b u t y  
in the music. We relish g o d  singing, 
and there is nothing wrong with that. 
There is a danger though. We may find 
ourselves thinking that our singing 
must sound good. In the Old 
Testament, David appointed 4000 
skillful singers to attend to the 
sacrifices at the temple. These priests 
were chosen from among their M t e  
brethren for their ability to sing. They 
were to train each new generation in 
beautiful singing. This fits well with 
the high ceremony of the Jewish 
sacrifices. In the New Testament there 
is no mention of skill at singtng. Two 
of the three references quoted say we 
are to sing from the hean. We are to 
know what we sing and express it with 
feeling. We are not told to do it with 
great skill. Some are b l e d  with 
beautifid voices. Others are not, but all 
of us can sing to the Lord with feeling. 

Singing in the Lord's church is not 
a production; it is worship. 

David wrote in Psalm 95, v e m  1, 
"Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our 
salvation." Singng is a gift from Gal  
to all of us. No earthly mice could ever 
match the sounds in heaven. Gud d m  
not expect perfect singing. He dms ask 
us to sing. 

The song for this issue was written 
by John Morris. The lyrics are from the 
Lord. I think that if you will take the 
time to learn the meldy and the 
harmonies you will find a song that is 
very compelling. It has great deal of 
feeling, and the lpcs  are sure. 

-L.G. 

I'M/ hat is the Pillar of Trutb? 

In the world around us, truth is 
not always found just around the cor- 
ner. Scandals of every sort in the hu- 
man imagination run amuck. With 
each party amusing the other of dishon- 
esty, it is rarely a clear cut issue to 
decipher between truth and treason. An 
offer that seems "too good to be true," 
very often is because the advertiser ne- 
glects to point out or list key elements 
of the agreement. The statement 
"there's a sucker born every minute" 
would not hold true if the truth was not 
clouded. 

In general, the Christian today is 
forced to open a watchful eye and take 
everything with a grain of salt when 
dealing with the world. In all of this 
chaos, is there wen a shred of truth to 
be found, much less a pillar? And if 
one is to be found, where is this oasis of 
truth amidst a desen of deceit? 

In Paul's first letter to Timothy, he 
said in the third chapter and verse fif- 
teen, ''but if I tarry long, that thou 
mayest know how thou oughtest to be- 
have thyself in the house of God, whch 
is the church of the living G&, the 
pillar and ground of Truth." The Apos- 
tle Paul knew fidl we11 that a day would 
come when men would no longer hold 
fast to the solid dwtrine of Christ and 
would fall to diverse doctrines of man. 
He issued this warning both to the Eph- 
esian elders and Timothy. 

Man's desire's are not always to 
hold on to tradition. During the 20th 
century, the big buzz word is "change." 
This concept of change crept into the 
religious world and tainted the view of 
God's consecrated institution. No 
longer is the church likened unto a 
pillar fllpported on a rock, rather it is 
like a river of watw, constantly mw- 
ing, never staying in one place, and 
continually rerouting its course to fit 

I the changing environment. T h s  raises 
one serious question: can man change 
what Gal has set in pbce? 

Paul assimilates Christ's church as 
a pillar. I o h  envision the great 
arches erected by the various Caesar's 
of the Roman Empire commemorating 
their triumphs in battle. Such rnonu- 
ments still stand tday  as a constant 
reminder of not only the feats, but also 
of the Empire itself. These structutes 
molded by the hand's of mortal men 
have managed to witfistand the passage 

of nearly 2000 years. Some works of 
men, such as the Great Fyarnids of 
Gza have lasted much longer. None 
have moved, none have changed, and 
they have been barely affected by their 
environment. If these pillar's exhibit 
such qualitiw, how much more should 
God's creation exhibit them. 

The church, as a pillar, is the 
institution of God which will stand 
until the erad of the age shining the 
light of hope to lost souls in the sea of 
sin. It is a pillar that will withstand the 
effects and changw of time. An insti- 
tution that changes with the whims of 
society is a sure sign that is not the true 
church. Because, as the song reads, "It 
shall stand, forever, and ever, and 
ever. " 

Every pillar has a hase. So if the 
church is the pillar of truth, it must 
have a b. In Eph. 2:20 reads, the 
church is built upon the foundat ion 
comprising the teachings of Jesus. the 
Apostles. and the prophets. A founda- 
tion is laid only once and can never be 
changed. For this reason the right to 
bind and loose doctrines of the church 
was given solely to the apostles. Once 
these men laid the foundation, the 
church must grew thereon: never 
changing it's base. The Church as the 
pillar of truth is constmcted upon an 
unmovable foundation crafted by God 
through the Holy Ghost. Like the wise- 
man in Matt. 7, our house, the church 
of the living Gal, is built upon a rock. 

While viewing the religous 
labyrinth entrapping countless souls 
around us, one need only look in the 
direction of God, instead of man, to see 
a wonder far too great to describe. 
Before us stands a great and glorious 
pillar erected upon the teachings of 
inspired men and built to withstand the 
changes of time. This pillar is corn- 
possd, not of s tone or bricks, but of 
living stones of which you and I are a 

i 
Part. 

And finally the question is, what 
is the purpose of this awesome won- 
der? Consider John 8:32, "And ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free." 

+++ 
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nth will set you fme" and intellectual (and, perhaps, sprritual) Some may feel trapped by atten- 
-J* 8: 3 s  battle raging within? 1s Your ConWt dance in church. Others feel freed by 

of freedom based on Your ability to the regular and frequent meeting t e  Such is mere foolishness in d i m  y0Ur life without intwfmnce? Ill gether with kindred spids, me differ- 
the eyes of the world. the p m s s  of steering clear of control ,,- is in the spirit that prevails. Society, in general, ignores and rejects by others is it necessary to mislead or - . ,,d whwe the Spirit of the b r d  is, 

truth. Yet, the spirit of man has an deceive them from the truth of the mat- there is M o m 1 '  (2 tor, 3 : 17). 1t is 
appetence to k free, but not necessarily ter? 1s this freedom? Can YOU a d l y  the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
in concert with truth. There are several live free while W conscience is in Jesus that frees us from the law of sin . 
mmm for this. captivity to f i t ?  and death. 

Truth involves conformity to fact There is only UIR source aftruth Tk Truth e-ence allows mere 
and fidelity to proven standards. That, that frees. Jesus said of- "a . . Ym mortal kings to live and experience life 
in the opinion of earthly wisdom, is word is truth-" King David found truth in it's fullest sense; free from the bur- 
enslavement, not freedom. Confor- as revealed in ps. 1 19 14% "1 will walk den of sin and guilt, free from stress of 
rnance to standards restricts freedom to abut  in freedom for I have sought out directing ones own steps, and free from 
act as you please. Also, being faithful to Your FWB." The gospel is our a amin sentence of death. 
someone else's standards involves m o ~  Precepts. It is the perfect law that gives May we all walk through life in 
responsibility and commitment than freedom (]as. 1:25)+ As Christhns, we freedom, as by searching out the 
most are willing to assume. are WE* to speak and act as those who ~ o d ' s  precepts of truth. ~ a y  our wir- are going t' be judged the law that it, b, filled with the wisdom and rwela- instead of being b give, -om (,as, 2: 12) Peter said, accepting truth, the human spirit con- tion of truth that we may know God 

"Live as free men, but do not use your kner, having the eyes of our under- trives situations of bagus freedom by freedom as a mvervp far evil;,. ( Pet be~ng untruthfid to themselves and 0th- 2: 16). standing enlighten to know the hope to 
ers. The resulting double-standard is which we have been called and to share 
confusing, even to the perpetrator. NO F d o m  in Christ does not in- the glorious inheritance with all saints 
wonder so many struggle with the con- elude self-indulgence, but service to and to recognize W s  incomparably 
cept of truth, morality, and knowing others in love (@I. 5 :  13). Think about great power. 
right-from-wrong . this, "Christians are freed to be slaves" mrn. 6: 18). DM.& R. 3 0 0 ~ 5  

Do you grapple with an emotional 
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