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by Iolrlr M o d s  r by Milford Morris 

I will never forget race day. It was a day 
of nerves and adrenaline, a day when ail 
would be put to the test, and each would 
learn how he faired in comparison to his 
peers. For many of the participants, 

much time and effort had been put into preparing 
for this day- miles run, weights lifted, calories 
watched. For a. sizeable number of others, how- 
ever, cutting corners during practice runs, skipping 
"weight day," and enjoying a few too many 
twinlues had been the only preparations made. No 
place was this more apparent than at the starting - blocks. 

In those seconds preceding the gunshot, each 
runner would examine his competition. By the 
Iooks of some, it was apparent whether or not they 
had prepared. What every runner wanted to know 
about the others could always be found in their 
eyes. Those who had prepared had a burning in 
their eyes--they were there to win. The others had 
only a look that screamed "Let's just get this over 
with so I can go home."' With the exception of 
post-season, it was this way in every race I ever 
ran or witnessed. Some are determined to win, 
some are not. Tn the Christian race, which are 
you? 

"Do you not know that those who run in a 
race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in 
such a way that you may obtain it" ( 1  Cor. 924). 
Paul gave only one viable option for the race-- 
running with a determination to win. To run other- 
wise is vain. There will be no certificate of partici- 

T ime is our most valuable asset. Without 
time we could not accomplish anything. 
The scriptures tell us in Psalms 90: 10 the 
days of our years are three score and ten. 
But, as we look around there are many 

who don't make it to 70 years, for some of us only 
15, or less, some 20 and more. For each life, God 
has set a time for dying and after that the judgment. 
It i s  not so important how long we live, but how 
good we live. 

God has allotted us a period of time to serve 
Him. Ecclesiastes 12: 13- 14 says, "Let us hear the 
conclusion of the whole matter; fear God and keep 
His commandments; for this is the whole duty of 
man." 

In Ephesians 5 :  16 it speaks about redeeming our 
time, that is, to make good use of our time. So we 
walk cautiously; not as fools, but as wise servants. 

Remember in Mark chapter four; the parable of 
the sower, how the sower went out to sow. Some 
seed fell by the wayside, some fell on stony ground, 
some fell among thorns and some fell on good 
ground where it sprung up and yielded h i t .  When 
we use our time wisely, not wasting it away on the 
ways of unrighteousness and sins of this world, we 
can be the seed that fell on goad ground where we 
produce good fruits for the cause of Christ and His 
church. 

How sad it is  when we see our youth waste the 
precious commodity of time on non-productive liv- 
ing. Read how the prodigal son wasted away his 
inheritance on riotous living and became so poor as 
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(A TINE DISTANCE I 
1 by Srqlaaltie L. Moody 

Away in the distance 
That bright and shining light 
The one that leads me home 
Is now coming to my sight 

Away in the distance 
The truth is always there 
The one that shows me what to do 
With tender, loving care. 

Away in the distance 
But always with us i s  
The one true source we need, 
The powerful love of His. 

.- 

Away in the distance 
Far off it seems to be 
But it's always right within us 
If only we choose to see. 
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Wanted: Young Poets 

Poetry is an excellent medium 
to teach truth. It elicits the deep 
emotions of the soul. It stirs the 
spirit to action. It strums chords of 
melody in the heart. 

Young people, use your poetic 
skills and send the results to FOOY 
for publication. 

w Editor 

God Does Not 
Plant A 

Christian 
Alone 

b-v Lad?, Diurr/~a Decwln 

A s we near thc end of the 
summer season, we should 
not only relfoct on the ac- 
tions of ourselves bui or, and 
with, each other. 

Summer i s  thc time of growlh. 
God docs not plan1 a Chrislian alone. 
In Acts 2:42. "They dcvotcd thcm- 
selvcs to . . . fcllowship . . ." Spcnding 
timc with each other. doing activities, 
is a way of growing. Whcn cliristians 
spend timc logether. it's something 
God wants. As it says in Malachai 
3:  16. "Thcn those who fcarcd the Lord 
talked with cach olhcr. and thc Lord 
listened and hcard." Christians nccd 
each othcr: by hcndships. bonds. and 
fellowships. As a rcsult. wc grow in 
faith and cncouragc onc anothcr. "Just 
as each of us has one body with many 
mcmkrs, . . . so in Christ we who are 
many form onc body. and cach mem- 
ber belongs to a11 the others. We havc 
hfferent gifts, according to thc gracc 
given us." Rom. 12: 4-6. This also 
leads to warship and praises together. 
Therefore, we "Rejoice with those who 
rejoice . . . and live in harmony with 
one another" Rom. 12: 15- 16. 

Wc not only havc to spcnd timc 
together, but also importantly. wc havc 
to know each other on a personal level. 
As we grow together pcrsonaily, it 
creates honesty and h s t  in one an- 
other. Trust is cxtrcmcly in~porlant in 
relationships. Each of us necds it bc- 
foic we confess our sins to each othcr. 
"Therefore. confess your sins to cach 
other and pray for each other so that 
you may be Ilealcd. The praycr of a 
rightcous man is powerful and effec- 
tivc." says James 5:16. As a result wc 
also. "Carry each other's burdens . . 
.," according to Gal. 6:2. As we share 
our tcars and laughtcr with onc an- 
other. i l  gives us strength by 1l1c com- 
fort, care, and compassion that is pro- 
vided by our fellow christians. As 
Christians. ~ v c  arc one body of Christ, 
and  re must come together. 

We can't isolate ourselves from 
each other, because we need each 
other spiritually. Fellowship with one 
another and forgiveness of our sins 
are what binds us together as we walk 

WISDOM (Conr~nuedfiornpagt 1) 

to eat with the swine. 
Ecclesiastes 12: 1 reads, 

"Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth, while the 
evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I 
have no pleasure in them. 

Paul told Timothy, "Let no 
man despise thy youth; but be 
thou an example of the believers 
in word, in conversation [manner 
of life], in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity." If only we could 
meditate on this and carry it with 
us in our daily living, how prof- 
itable our time could be spent. 

Happy was the old man who 
told his children to look sharp, 
act sharp, and be sharp, as they 
followed the example he set. So 
must we set the example of 
Christianity to the lost and dying 
world in sin. 

Yes, remember now our 
Creator and our service to Him in 
faithful duty. In all things show 
yourself as a pattern of good 
works in sound responsibility 
that cannot be condemned, re- 
deeming the time, that no matter 
whether we have 15 years, 20 
years or three score and ten 
years, when we stand before 
God, He can say, "Well done 
thou good and faithful servant." 

++a 
Elder of h e  Church 

Mumy Road Church of Christ 

in the light of Jesus. Our forgwcness and 
fellowship arc inseparable. We, with 
each othcr, must also be inseparable. 

As we reflect on the past summer, 
which rcprcscnts growth, wc must remcrn- 
ber that ii is God that makcs us grow, and 
it is God that causes us to grow together. 

Member of the Church ai 
San Jose, CA 



are not necessarily against God's 
Will. However,withwhatfre- GodtheMerc~ful  
quency are we sending those false - PASS I T  ON ! types of messages but not passing 
on the message of Christ? Often, 

J ohn Doe@anywhere. corn: 

"This e-nrail has been 
around the world 7 times and has 
been read by aver 1 million people. 
It brings good lttck ro those who 
pass it on. Unfort~r~lately, if brings 
misfortune lo those who trash it. A 
nran in Etrrupe passed on this e- 
mail and 3 days later he won u new 
car. A man in Mexico hashed this 
e-mail and a week later he losf his 
job. Do no/ neglect {his letter! Yuti 
musipass it on wirhin 5 days to 10 
people you h o w .  Get ready for 
good things io happen! Pass it 
on!" 

The internet has become a very 
popular way for people to commu- 
nicate. It is a fast and effective way 
for people to send and receive mail 
through personal electronic mail- 
boxes. With the increase in usage 
of the internet, there is also an in- 
crease in the amount of chain mail 
messages such as the one above 
which are forwarded by hundreds 
and thousands of people. These 
messages vary in content including 
typical chain mail messages, hu- 
morous stories or jokes, or wam- 
ings about new computer viruses. 

Messages such as the one 
above (which is fictitious but 
"typical" of chain mail messages) 
are not only superstitious, they are 
false. Some people probably be- 
lieve in chain mail messages which 
speak about good luck. They think 
they will really come true. Such a 
belief is contrahctory to the Bible 
and is no different than relying on a 
daily horoscope to decide what to 
do today. This is a false belief and 

we will forward e-mail messages 
without hesitation. How are we 
forwarding God's message to the 
rest of the world? 

Isaiah writes ". . .ye that make 
mention of the Lord, keep not 
silence,"(Is. 6 2 3 )  This infers that 
we need to pass on the message of 
Jesus continuously. Whether by 
the words we speak or the actions 
we take, we are an example to the 
world. Our age does not matter. 
If we are Christians, we are set on 
a hill for the rest of the world to 
see. 

We need not be ashamed to 
be Christians. Relative to early 
Christian times, we suffer very 
minor persecutions. The stoning 
of Stephen (Acts 7) was a horrific 
event for any Christian to endure. 
Stephen showed great faith and 
boldness by speaking Christ in 
such an environment. However, 
threat of this happening today is 
remote. Are we bold in our be- 
liefr Is it evident by our actions 
that we are Christians? Paul 
wrote to Timothy, "Be not thou 
therefore ashamed of the testi- 
mony of our Lord ..."( U Tim. 1:s) 
Our message is weak or nonexis- 
tent if we are ashamed of wearing 
the Christian name. 

What kind of message are 
you forwarding to the world? In 
many instances, we are the 
world's Bible. Let us all be bold 
in professing Jesus to the world. 
Hopefully, we are pure enough 
that we can reflect God's light to 
the world on a continual basis and 
without being ashamed. HIS mes- 
sage is a joyous a d  everlasting 
message if used properly! Pass it 
on! 

Member ofthe Church at 

qassing on these types of messages Pleasant 1 1 i l l - h  Moines, lowa 

-1s not a good idea for Christians. 
Many other messages we pass on 

by Neal J .  Ross 
. . -. . . - 

Q 
uestions of Mcrcy and 
Grace-ls Mercy impor- 
tant to us? Yes. Mercy is 
an emotion, object, and 
action, all acting together 

in one. It is sometlung that a person 
can feel, for himself or upon others; it 
is a presence, something that i s  g v c n  
from one person to another; and, it is 
an action, an act of compassion. So, 
what does mercy have to do with me, 
and my life with Gd? Hopefully, I 
can answer that question, and pox a 
couple more questions to you in an 
attempt to explain mercy and the 
gracc of Cod. 

First, is Man commanded to 
show rncrcy? Again, the answer is 
yes. I will a w n  explain what mcrcy 
is latcr, but in Luke. 6:36 Christ 
states, "Be yc hcrefore merclll as 
your Father is also merciful." Here 
we have a direct commandment to 
show mercy to those around us. Also, 
in Matthew 5:7 Chdst again says, 
" B l d  arc the merchd, for they 
shall obtain mercy." Not only are we 
commandEd, but we arc blesscd if we 
show mcrcy. And, on top of that, 
when wc show compassion to others, 
we bencfit ourselves in the process. 
Proverbs 1 1 : 17 explains, "The merci- 
ful man doeth gmd to his own soul: 
but he that is crucl troubleth hs own 
flesh." I f  you are not merciful, how- 
ever, the Father will show no mercy 
unto you. "For he shall have judg- 
ment without mcrcy, that hath showed 
no mercy; and mercy rejoiccth aganst 
judgment" (Jarncs 2: 13). 11 would 
certainly be unfortunate if you do not 
show mercy and kindness to the world 
around you. 

So, now that we know that we 
are to show this thing called mercy, 
what is it7 And is grace Lhe same 
thing? In Wcbslcr's Dictionary, 
Mcrcy is dcfrncd as a noun; an act 01 
kindness or compassion. Grace is 
also dcfined as a noun; unmerited 
divine help or pardon. These two 
seem to be similar, but still Merent 
in one major m p t . . . M a n  may only 
receive grace. Let me try to break this 
down, and show you what I am talk- 
ing about. - 

Wc are able to perfom these 
acts of kindness or compassion, as we 

pee "GOD" on page 4) 












