
About two months ago, I ran across an article in 
the local newspaper. It was about a young man who 
changed his name. I don't recall what his previous m e  
was, but he changed it to ''Just A. Name". I don't know 
his purpose for doing this. Maybe he was trying to be 
cute or fumy, or possibly, he was just wanting to draw 
attention to himself. I asked myself this question, 'Was 
his name so meaningless and without any value that he 
could just up and change it?" I then asked "What is in a 
m e ? ' '  

Is your name just a title? Is it just something a 
person would use to get ymr attention? Namw do have 
meanings. Parents put a great amount of thought and 
consideration into chmsing names for their children. 
They might choose a name that means something special 
to them. A name might be chosen from the Bible after a 
person who had good characteristics, or a person who 
was righteous and feared God. A parent wouldn't insult a 
child by giving a name such as Jezebel or Judas. My 
point being, we are wrong to say there isn't any meaning 
in a name. Ultimately, your name represents you. It rep- 
resents who you are. It represents your ideals and what 
you stand for. It represents your personality and your 
characteristics. Ask yourself, 'What do people think 
about when they hear my name?'' 

Let's consider the name of Jesus. What do we 
think of when we hear His name? We think of things 
such as His birth, the examples and teachings, HIS death, 
burial and resurrection. I think of the power and the au- 
thority in HIS name. Jesus said in Matthew 28: 18 "MI 
power is given to me in heaven and arth. " We also see 
that salvation can only be amned through the name of 
Jesus. "Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is 
none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4: 12). The scriptures 
also tell us that God "has put all things to the church," 

It has been said that, "the outstanding number with 
Gd is one. " Everyone is very special to God! He gave 
each person the very best He had--a precious soul. Jesus 
placed the sod as the greatest part of each human. So, 
when we begin mnting, let us begin with one person-ur 
own body with a soul from W. 

How you and I face life is very important to God 
the Father. In our daily activities it would be great to W n  
consideration with ourselves and aur relationship to the Fa- 
ther. Thlnk of the plus for a righteous life, if thus is trtily 
our course for every day living. 

Worship begins in the public assembly, which is 
where we meet with Gd and our brethren. That worship is 
enlarged when we leave that assembly and go forth into an- 
other week of Christian living. T h ~ s  is the presenting of our 
body as a living sacrifice, day by day, as we live and grow. 
(Rom. 12:l) 

h the assembly on the Ilordts Day, we begin each 
week by honoring God. This can have a personal bearing 
as we walk the h l y  path. God is concerned about each of 
his children--the young Christian and the older person in 
Me. Both are a concern to the Alrmghty ! 

The answer Christ gave the lawyer who offered 
tempting qumon,  'Which is the great commandment, 'I is a 
real help in meetmg the requirements of our relationship to 
God. Remember Jesus' words: "Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy W with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind" (Matt. 22: 37). All true Christians h o w  thts 
to be true. To practice this outstanding love is a vital Ilnk 
in the Christian ministry of each saint in Christ. 

Remember, we express our love for God by keep- 
ing His commandments. This was the vital truth offered by 
Jesus as He talked to His disciples. "If ye love me, keep my 
commandments" (John 14:15). And again, we hearthe 
Savior, "Ye are my fnends, if you do whatsoever I com- 
mand you" (John 1 5 : 1 4). 
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Ephesians 1 :22. This clearly points out the church, His 
bdy, must wear the name of C h s t .  Anythmg not gov- 
erned or regulated by Christ, and Christ only, has no au- 
thority. Any name given to the church other than those 
given in the Bible are unscriptural. Giving honor to an- 
other person or name (diverting from Christ) is not right. 
Let's remember that simply the name of the church does 
not make it scripturak rather, following HIS teaching and 
guidelines make a church scriptual . 

I want to draw this down to a more personal 
level. When we accept Chnst as our Savior, we become 
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part of His family. Being a Christian, we wear His name. 
We represent Christ and what He stands fbr. This puts a 
great responsibility on our shoulders. How are we repre- 
senting Christ? Are we living in such a way as to bring 
glory to Christ? Does our conduct taint the name of Christ 
and His church. 1 Timothy 4: 12 says "Let no man despise 
thy y o a  but be an example of the believers in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity." As we 
go through life, let's strive to do just that and bmg glory to 
the NAME of Christ. 
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Are We Being the Best Christian Example We Can Be? 
by Rebecca Duckstein 

world. You are unique and ctfferent fiom I am tmnpted of God: for God cannot be 
everyone no matter how much you would tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
like to be like someone else. DXefence any man: But every man is tempted, 
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as individuals is not as important as when he is drawn away of his own lust, 
Christians being different £iom the world. and enticed. Then when lust hath wn- 
I h o w  it is very difficult for most people ceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, 
to be cunsiderd "uncml" by their peers, when it is finished, bringeth forth death." 
but is bang cml really that imprtant in 1 think if someone is going to 
the long run? s a y  they are a Christian, they need to act 

When you get to be, well, not as like it, instead of falung it on Sunday 
young as you are now, are you going to be then acting just like the rest of the world 
hanging around with the same lund of peo- during the week. For example, some 
ple? Try to ask yourselves ths, "Would teenagers like to flirt and use their M e !  
Jesus be doing and saylng the same thmgs in ways a Christian shouldn't. Here are 
I am doing and saying?" By wing to be some verses that speak against such 

t h u g s :  Romans 12: I ,  1 Timothy 2:9,2 
"By striving lo he like Jesus, Timothy 2:22, and Proverbs 6: 16- 19. 

You may not know it, but there'! 
we will testify that we are a person younger than you out there who 

"And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that g d ,  and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of Gcd" (Rom. 12:2). 

I would hke to begin with an 
incident that happened at a church meet- 
ing a few years ago. The entertainment 
that evening was skating at a local skat- 
ing rink. While I was there, I overheard 
a conversation with a teenager and the 
DJ. The teenager requested a certain 
song, to which the DJ responded, "Don't 
you think that's a little tw heavy for a 
Christian?'l was rather embarrassed to 
hear someone of the world tell someone 
who was a Christian that it wasn't an ap- 
propriate song for Christians to hear. It 
sounded a little backwards to me. The 
verse a b v e  tells us we are to separate Christians and striving to "ally a d m s  You That Person is 
ourselves from the world and be ways watching you and trylng to imitate 
changed. Also, in 1 John 2: 1 5- 17 it says, reach Heaven when we die. " what you do. They want to be just like 
"Love not the world, neither the things you!! Now, wouldn't you really feel 
that are in the world. If  any man love the like Jesus, we will testify that we are great if someone k a m e  a Christian and 
world, the love of the Father is not in Christians and striving to reach Heaven got to heaven just from watching you am 
him. For all that is in the world, the lust when we die. doing what you did? We are commands 
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and The peer pressure can be pretty to be a g o d  example in 1 Timothy 4: 12 
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but heavy at times, but I've always found it where it says, "let no man despise thy 
is of the workL And the world passesth helpful to pray for strength and endwaee. youth; but be thou an example of tk be- 
away, and the lust t h d  but he that Besides, I think it makes one stronger if lievers in word, in conversation, in char- 
doe& the will of God abideth forever. " one can withstand temptation. In James ity, in spirit, in faith, in purio ." 

If you have ever studied about 1 : 12- I 5 it says, "Blessod is the man that When I am having trouble, I fin 
the life of Jesus, you will find that he endureth temptation: for when he is tri4 the best thing to do is to pray and ask 
was always different from the world. he shall receive the crown of life, which God for His help and guidance (James 
There are lots of verses in the Bible that the Lord hath promised to them that love 
tell us we are to be different from the him. Let no man say when he is tmnpted, (See "EMMPLE" one page 3) 
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1:5,6; John 14:27). 1 alsofmd it helpful to read h e  Bible. 
Some of my favorite h k s  in the Bible are: Psalms, Proverbs, 
and James. I find a lot in Proverbs on how to I ive a good 
Christian life and how to be a good Christian woman-- 
especially Proverbs 3 1 : 10-3 1. 1 really like Psalms because of 
l31e praise David gives to God even when he was having a hard 
time, and I like James because it has a lot in it which I enjoy. 

In mdusion, I'd like to say that I am NOT perfect, so 
this article is as much for me as it is for you. With a lot of 
God's help, I hope to become the Christian young lady that He 
wants me to be. Finally, I would Iike to leave you with this 
verse: "For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor principalities, rmr powers, nor things pment, nor 
things to come, nor heights, nor depth, nor any other creature 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our LDrd (Romans 8:3 8,39). 
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It may seem too simple to define love as the Holy 
Spirit did to John. "This is the love, that we walk after his 
commandments" (I1 John 6). To total the score, we begin 
with our own personal Iife. We learn His Word, so we can 
know fis commands. We do His c ~ r n m d s  out of fervent 
and genuine love. We grow daily. Like the tree, we grow 
up and out, toward God each day. (Psalm 1:3) 
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Medtatwns of N y  Xeart 

n o u  hast made me to glorifv my name. 

7hy joy is a heart conirite and clean, 
That when Thotr comest in power to dean 
To ti& where i71u.u has prepes i  a home, 
S h a l l f i d  rest for its feet, never to roam. 

But You only, Lord, have these munsions seen. 

Through prophet's eyes do we know You have heen 
Among them, O Ancient of Days, the same. 

Consider my soul, now, Fufher of Light, 
For Thy s o m  workerh in me to gain 

Pardon from sin, and favor in Thy sight 
That a pieasing steward I may remain. 

When Thy tender mercies 7 h u  does bestow, 
No yoke shall I bear, Thy peace shall I k m .  

* * *  
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