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BLESSINGS NEAR AT HAND

We look ton far for blessings;
We seek too far for joys;

We ought to be like children
Whao find their chiefest toys

Ofttimes in nearest attic,
Or in some dingy lane—

Their aprons full of weeds and flowers
Gathered in sun or rain.

Within the plainest cottage
Unselfish love may grow:
The sweetest, the divinest gift,
Which mortals ever know.

We ought to count our joys, not woes;
Meet care with winsume grace;

For discontent plows furrows
Upon the loveliest face,

Hope, freedom, sunlight, knowledge
Come not to wealth alone;

He who looks far for blessings
Will overlook his own.

—8Sarah Knowles Bolton.



HAPPY HOMES

A few days ago a troubled young man wanted to talk with me
about his problems. We arranged an appointment. When he
arrived at the desipnated place it was very apparent that he was
deeply worried. Urged to unburden himself, he told me that his
home was in danger of “going on the rocks.” For a good many
weeks he and his wife had apparently been unable to agree upon
anything. They quarrelled every minute they were in each other’s
presence. Both had quit going to church, because they felt it was
no use. When the young man had finished his story of tragic
discouragements he added, “Someone ought to give a series of
talks warning others from making the same kind of hell on earch
that we have made. We have virtually ruined each other's hopes,
and are about at the end of our matrimonial rope.” When I
started questioning him as to the yeasons for their conduct, 1
learned why. But that is confidential and personal. T shall not
repeat it. My reason for mentioning the case is to tell you that T
am taking the suggestion of this troubled young fellow. T am
going to present a series of talks on “Happy Homes and Happy
Living.”

The value of good homes to this nation cannot be overestimated.
It is a trite saying, but true, that the home life of a nation con-
stitutes its foundation. If that foundation is made up of strong
cement, adhesive through storms of all kinds, the nation will
prosper. But if the foundation crumbles under the attack of
adversity or trial, the nation will be weakened and will be a prey
to sinister foreign forces which seek its overthrow.

Imperial Rome was once the “mistress of the world™ Power-
ful, alert and strong, she ruled the carth. But Rome went down
underneath the feet of barbarian hordes which swept across her
land. Why? The answer is found in the pages of history. The
rich bought up the small farms, forcing the people to abandon
their homes and move into the cities. The land became less fer-
tile, and the once hard-working populace freed from work became
an easy mark for those who sought their ruin, Interested only in
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amusement and the food doled out to them by a patronizing gov
ernment, they lost their love for home and country, and there was
no common bond to hold them together. They went down with
dire consequences. One need not be a “calamity-howler™ to say
that the United States of America is treading upon the same
dangerous ground in these days of peril,

There are too many men who think lightly of the vows which
they made to remain true to “one woman  as long as life exists.
There are too many women who forsake their children and lounge
around at taverns and cocktail lounges. There are tco many par-
ents who regret the fact that they are tied down by the little lives
which have come to bless their homes. They lock upen children
as a curse to be endured, rather than a blessing to be treasured.
The divorce mills are grinding out a grist of broken homes con-
tinually. Promises are esteemed only so long as the promiser
thinks them of advantage, and lying has come to be looked upon
almost as a virtue if you can secure any personal reward there-
from. And so, we go merrily along the downward road—the road
that leads to ruin, the road that leads to oblivion,

It is not to be expected that T can do much to stem the tide,
But that does not relieve me from the responsibility of doing what
I can. And if you who listen in will join hands with me in sceing
that these messages are made avatlable to those who may be awak-
ened and aroused to a sense of our danger, perhaps we can accom-
plish something toward restoring samity to an otherwise mad and
insane generation,

Happy homes are not the result of accidents. They represent
the culmination of good sense and planning which all should
employ who want to make something permanent, rather than tem-
porary. How carefully men select the materials which go into a
house in which they expect to spend life on earth! They want
the best quality timber obtainable. They want the acme of per
fection in bricks and structural stegl. Yet many of those same
men employ the poorest judgment in the selection of the helpmeet
who can make that house a home or hell, depending upen her
character.

Happy homes do not generally start after marriage-—they start
before! You cannot select as a life companion the girl you met
lolling over the bar at the local tavern, and expect a lot of perma-
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nent joy out of home life. The cocktail glass does not contain the
ingredients from which constancy and joy are derived, Neither
can the girl select as a husband that one who took wndue famili-
arities with her after imbibing teo much intoxicating liquor and
expect to have a faithful and devoted companien. You don’t go
to the garbage can to select your foed. Then why expect to find

that which is worthwhile in the moral slop buckets of the world?

And don't be foclish enough to think that you are going to
marry 4 man to teform him. I've listened to scores of bitter stories
of those whose husbands promised to quit drinking after marriage,
Sometimes it was a promise to quit gambling; sometimes a prom-
ise to cease from running around with a bunch of low-lived com-
panions. If the man you are going with doesn't think enough of
you now to give up his ungodly ways in order to win you, don't
be silly enough to think he will do it after he already has you.

I never hear such a tale of woe without thinking of the story
of the dove and the vulture. The meek and quiet dove, noticing
how filthy and obnoxious was the vulture, decided to reform it
She felt that the only way to make the vulture a bird of peaceful
and good habits was to marry it. The wulture apreed to cease
longing for blood of the flock or herd and to mend his evil ways
if the dove would only be his. So, at a moss-covered rock for an
altar, and with a bald eagle officiating, they made their mutual
vows, The vulture, locking at the sweet, pure dove, declared that
he would love and cherish her until death parted them.

But ane day the dove was frightened to see the vulture busily
tearing away at a stinking carcass. She cried out, “Stop! Did you
not promise me you would quit your repulsive habits if T married
you?" The wulture, in anger retaliated, “Yes, but if you don’t
like my way, you can get out,” and in a rage he flew at the dove
and with cne stroke of his beak and claws knocked the life from
her frail body. A flock of robins flying past cried to each other
and said, “Look there! that's what comes from a dove masrying a
vulture to reform him.”

It is better to remain unmarried than to be chained to ane
who has no interest in the things that you love and reverence. 1f
you have refused to become the wife of a drunkard, or declined
to marry one who had no control of his temper, or who was a
petted, selfish baby, congratulate yourself. The freedom you have
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retained is a thousandfold more to be desired than the shackles of
slavery which some women have forged about their cwn hearts.
Many a bride who has worn orange blossoms might have more
appropriately worn a crown of thorns and nettles; many a one
might have selected the “Prisoner’s Song” as more suited to the
event than T Love You Truly.” Instead of a wedding ring, many
times a pair of handcuffs would have been more truly indicative
of the future.

“Marriage is honorable in all,” says the great apostle Paul. We
believe that. But the mere purchase of an engagement ring, the
securing of a license, the pledging of vows before a minister, will
nct guarantee happiness. Look for a companion who will stand
by you through “thick and thin.” Why investigate the pedigree
of a horse before you purchase it, and never investigate the fam-
ily tree of the man you must live with through the years? Is it
good sense te expect a rotten tree to produce good fruit?

It is hard to find the right thing in the wrong place. And the
tavern, the theater, the dance hall--none of these is the right
place to select a companion. True happiness is based upon a
mutual sharing of some great and ennobling ideal. It is the result
of some consecration to a high purpose. And there is no greater
purpose or ideal than that which the church holds forth. The
happiest homes are those with a religious foundation. The chances
are manifold greater that the acquaintance you make in the
church will be more enduring than that which you make else-
where. The church is enduring! It stands for enduring principles.
Do not forszke it! Let it help you establish and maintain the
kind of home which will spell happiness through the years.

SERIOUS MINDS

Some time back in a bookstore I saw a volume entitled, “Things
Which a Young Married Woman Should Know.” T thought to
myself that a long time hefore the author of that book was born,
God wrote on the same subject. And, moreover, he bound upen
the preacher of the gospel the necessity of teaching on these
things. Paul, the apostle, wrote to the young preacher, Titus, and
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told him to “speak thou the things which become sound doctrine.”
Among those things which are sound, he enjoined that the aged
women should teach the younger, and Paul listed a catalog of
things which young wives and mothers need to know. Since hap-
piness in the home depends upun a4 knowledge of the Ward of
God, let's consider some of these characteristics.

In Titus 2:4, the Book says, “That they may teach the young
women to be sober.” The word “sober™ as used in this connection
must not be limited to abstinence {rom intoxicating liquers alone.
Certainly God would not want young women to be cocktail
addicts, or female bar-flies. I feel safe in saying that no woman
ever became a better wife because she drank liquor with her hus-
band. Neither has one ever become a better mother. In countless
instances, women have wrecked their homes by their indulgence
in drink. I was amazed to see the statistics on women drinkers in
our daily paper recently. According tc the report released, there
are multiplied thousands of tipplers and drunken sots among the
mothers and wives of our land, How sad to think about it!

A young married woeman came to me recently to tell me that
she had made a sad mistake in not following my advice as given
a few years before. She was endeavoring to live a sincere Chris-
tian life when she first consulted with me, but her husband was
not a member of the church. When she asked my advice I told
her to go to church regularly, regardiess of what it cost. She felt
that she ought to do that, but she said, too, that she considered
herself obligated to drink with her husband’s {riends when he
brought them home, and to play cards with them, even though
they gambled. I tried to persuade her that she would gain noth-
ing and would perhaps lose her soul for compromising with evil.

Nevertheless, she pursued her chosen course. She mixed the
drinks and served them, and sat down with a cocktail of her own,
when her husband had business friends to entertain. Recently she
felt that the time was ripe to speak to him about his soul. He
only laughed at her. He said that she was a hypocrite. He told
her that she was as bad off as he, and that she would so to church
on Sunday and then come home and mix drinks and partake of
them, and he further informed her that no Christian would act
that way. I feel in my heart that even those who drink respect
those wha do not, and who cling to their convictions regardless.
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Wife, if you want to win your husband and have a happy Chris-
tian home, do not compromise your faith. Stand firm.

In connection with this, T want te read the advice of the apostle
Peter, as found in 1 Peter 3:1,2. "Likewise, ve wives, be in sub-
jection to your own husbands; that if any chey not the word,
they also may without the word be won by the conduct of the
wives: while they behold your pure lives coupled with reverence.”
You cannot win a husband to Christ by partaking of that which
is evil. A Christian must be sober. Set an example in this regard.

But the word “sober™ as used here means to be serious-minded,
sound in judgment, using good common sense about all of the
affairs of life. A great many homes have been broken up because
the wife did not use good judgment. Many there are who have
neglected their homes, the while they sat around and listened to
radio serfals or read the latest fiction. A hushand likes to come
home to a house that is a home. If the wife spends most of her
time gadding arcund downtown, or at the theater matinee, or
reading the gushy magazines filled with immoral and suggestive
trash, the while she lets the dishes go unwashed and the floor
unswept, her judgment may be called in question.

There's more to life than giddiness and fun; a wife has to he
something besides a pretty doll to hold the love of her husband.
There’s a practical side to life and it takes serious planning to
meet the requirements of an enduring marriage. Are you one of
those wives interested only in being a fashion plate? Are you one
who cannot say “No” to a beautiful dress, even though you know
that you cannot afford it? Will you sacrifice the necessities of
life in order to get the latest type hat? Certainly a wife should
dress attractively as possible. No one likes to see a slouch. There
is no excuse for slovenliness. But all of us should learn to live
within our means, and accustom our wants to what we have.
Many a home that could have been a paradise has been turned
inte a Hades of wrangling and strife and quarrelling over money
matters. Use good judgment. Be sober! Be a good manager!

Wives need to learn sobriety about dress. It is ridiculous to go
in debt to keep up with the latest fashions, which after all are
generally silly fads. Fashion makes us do asinine things, actually
things that are downright silly. One year it hoists dresses up
above the knees, the next, yanks them down below. That makes
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all of your old dresses out-of-date, and the fashion planners laugh
up their sleeves and get ready for a financial killing. Fashion is
a cruel, tyrannical mistress, who makes us submit to all sorts of
inconvenient things for her sake. She knocks the heels and toes
out of cur shoes until the sand gets in and we walk like cripples;
she undresses us until we get so sunburnt that we can’t lean back
or lie down. She makes us spend five dollars to get a pair of hose
to make people think that we don't have any on, She makes peo-
ple visit when they would rather stay home, eat when they are
not the least bit hungry, and drink when they are not thirsty.

With some persons a stir is caused every time some movie star
comes out with a new style frock. With them the style of a life
means nothing compared to the style of a dress. They read the
fashion magazines and never look at the Bible; they visit the style
shows more than they ever go to church. Such persons can pass
by a squalid tenement where the little children are hungry and
starving, without ever giving it a glance, but they rave about a
spoon or fork being out of place for the serving of one of their
courses, They talk about fashion more than they mention the
Savior of men who died that we might live.

Happiness consists not in outward dress. It is a quality that
comes from within, If your heart is corrupt, fellowing fashions
of the day will not save you. Painting the pump will not cure
the poison in the well. A lot of dressed-up individuals are like
the cinnamon tree, the bark is worth more than the body. Chris-
tian women know that true joy comes from following those things
that are abiding, permanent and enduring. Listen to this instruc-
tion! “Whose adorning let it not be that cutward adorning of
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel, but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which
is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,
which is in the sight of God of great price” (1 Peter 3:3,4).

Think soberly for a moment! If you married purely because of
the physical appeal of your parteer, that love will cool. Some day
that smooth, creamy skin will be wrinkled with age; the hair will
turn gray and fade to white: crow’s-feet will go out from the cor-
ners of the eyes, hastened by the worries and labors of life. Will
you love and be loved then, when heauty has turned to ashes?
Will your love be as strong in December when the blasts of old
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age sear and wither as it was in May, when the freshness of youth
gave it glamour? That depends upon how soberly you selected
your companion and how sericusly you faced life together in
those first few years. If you based your hopes of an enduring
future upon outward charms only, there is little hope for a per-
manent bliss, but if you considered a mutual reverence for God,
for purity of life, for the church, and for eternity, you can grow
old gracefully and say in the eventide of existence, as you look at
your loved one

“0, my darling, vou will be
Always young and fair to me!”

Think soberly! Do not surrender the freedom and liberty of
Christian living for the chains and shackles of bondage to society,
which drives you like a taskmaster from one gay but killing pur-
suit to another, promising everything but giving nothing, There
is more genuine happiness in walking side by side to the little
Church of Christ and sitting as husband and wife, to join in the
songs of praise, than there 1s in spending your money for tickets
to the most lavish theater production in history. If you want to
land safe in the airport of eternal happiness, Get on the beam!
Turn your minds toward the things which really count!

TO LOVE THER HUSBANDS

A few weeks ago, as you will recall, tests were made in the
Pacific Ocean, near Bikini Island, of the atom bomb. The second
of those trials consisted of the explosion of one of the missiles
under the sorface of the water. Reporters permitted to chserve
the results virtually exhausted their supply of adjectives in an
attempt to portray the tremendous repercussion which sent a huge
volume of water and spray more than a mile high, and sank ten
ships and submarines. Truly the atom bomb is one of the most
powerful forces ever unleashed on earth. But there is one thing
stronger and more potent. It is “love.”

It was love for humanity which caused God to send His Son
into this world to die for us: it was love which caused that Son to
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endure the agonies of the cross. Force can demand, but love com-
mands! Force can destroy happiness, but only love can bring hap-
piness. In our investigation of those things which assure the
attainment of happy homes, we are not astounded or amazed to
find love given first place.

In Titus 2:4, young women are taught to “love their own hus-
bands.” All the joy and bliss that comes in marriage proceeds
from love. Just as surely as love goes out the window, happiness
goes out the door. You may live in a mansiton that cost a million
dollars, you may be attended by servants and maids who come at
your beck and call, you may gaze out of your window upen
splendid terraces whose landscaped beauty bespeaks the work of
the most skilled artist, but if there is no love in your home, it is
a prison rather than a castle, and you are a slave, bound and
shackled by discouragement and disgust.

You may arrange lavish entertainments to which the cream of
society gravitate like moths about the candle flame; you may have
the finest musical instruments produced by the ingenuity of man;
you may drive a custom built car which is the envy of all in your
neighborhood, but if there is nc love in your home, you are poor,
neglected, forsaken and accursed with tragedy. No forms of eti-
quette, no manifestation of courtesy, no exaggerated politeness
can be a compensation or atone for the lack of love. All of these
are hollow mockeries where genuine, pure, hallowed and unadul-
terated love do not exist.

I have visited in homes of the wealthy where deep pile rugs
absorbed the tread of every step, yet those homes were like refrig-
erators, There was no warmth, no glow of affection for each
ather, Then, I have been in the log cahins deep down in the hills,
where poverty was written upon all of the surroundings, and
where only the bare wood constituted the floor, but there was a
feeling of happiness, of home-like comfort and of joy within those
whitewashed walls. This was a home because of love; the other, a
house in which reverence was lacking.

There is too much of divorce and the tragedy of broken homes
in the news of today. If the Scriptures were heeded, this condi-
tion could not exist. What is the trouble? 1 answer that there are
many who have a false idea of marriage. They are educated by
the screen to think that marriage is all glamour and glow. The



sex side of life is portrayed so constantly and vividly in literature
and on the screen that many are led to believe they need expect
only a constant thrill. When the honeymoon is over and they
settle down to the routine of daily living, the excitement passes
away, and many times with it goes the ardor of first love. Dis-
satisfled with each other, the partners look elsewhere for gratifi-
cation, and seck other bodies for thrill. So lives are wrecked, the
ship of home tosses upon the stormy waves of passion and is
wrecked upon the rocks of dissipation.

It is possible for wives to learn to love their own husbands, ot
Paul would not have said to teach them to do so: It would be
foolish to teach one something which she could not learn. But
how is the wife to learn this lesson so essential to happiness?
First, she must get a proper sense of values. She must learn what
those qualities are which make a good hushand. A lot of wives
do not know. They think that a good hushand is one who will
take them to a show every night. When the man they married
comes home tired and worn out, and seeks only rest, they leave
him and go by themselves. Scon they find another man who tells
them that he sympathizes with them. They idealize the newcomer
and the husband suffers by comparison. It isn't long until separa-
tion occurs, and divorce is the aftermath!

I want to call to your attention that wanting to stay at home at
night fs no disqualification for a husband. I know of a good many
wives who wish their husbands would do that very thing. After
all, it may be considered a tribute to you as a wife, that your hus
band would rather sit at home with you at night than to be out
with the gang that others run with. Learn to respect his sober
habits, his willingness to work and support you. Study him and
determine his good points. Remember that you are perhaps as
disappointing to him as be is to you. Maybe if you'll both realize
your faults as well as your items of sterling character you'll come
to realize that neither is perfect and you can grow to love each
other as you are.

Nagging breaks up more homes than anything else on earth.
What man wants to come home from the rush and hustle and
bustle of the office, to be met at the door by a wife who starts in
on him as he hits the porch and never lets him hear the last of her
petty aggravations until he drops off into a slumber disturbed by
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dreams of women shricking out complaints? Love is not guilty of
such conduct!

I want to read you a few passages which set forth the attitude
of the wife who really wants a happy home. In Ephesians 5:22-24,
[ find this: “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbhands,
as unto the Lord.™ Notice that word “Own"—unto your own
husbands! Not some other persen’s husband, but your own. “For
the hushand is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of
the church: and he is the savior of the body. Therefore, as the
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in every thing.” That is an unpopular subject these
days, but it is a scriptural one!

It is appropriate that the wife should rely upon the decisions
and depend upen the counsel of the husband. It is hecoming to
do that. I read, "Wives, submit yourselves unto your own hus-
bands, as it is fit in the Lord” (Colossians 3:18). Love is a
reciprocal something. We tend to love those most emphatically
who love us. If you would be loved, you must love! Proverbs 14:1
declares, “Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish
plucketh it down with her own hands.” A lot of times you are
responsible for conditions by which you are surrounded. Perhaps
your own selfishness, your petty littleness have contributed to those
conditions. Look at yourself and ask if you may be tearing down
your chances for happiness by your actions and conduct!

You may profit by the experience of a wife whom I know. She
had been reared in the city, but while on vacation in the country
met a young man who dated her several times. After writing to
cach other for about two years, they were married and started
housekeeping on the farm which the young man had purchased.
It was vastly different than what the young wife had planned.
She secretly rebelled against the chores that she was called upon to
perform. Then she started brooding over the fact that she could
not attend a lot of the social functions to which she once went in
the city. The result was that she decided to return to her former
home, leaving her husband, at least for a while. But even while
she was making preparations for this step she became seriously
ill. Her husband gave her every attention. Her wants were first
in his daily schedule. He watched by her bedside and even antici-
pated her needs. Day by day, he neglected other things in order



that he might care for this one who had been on the verge of
leaving him.

While the wife was sick, she had time to think seriously and
soberly. She now realized that she had planned an injustice to one
she really loved. She knew that she had not fully given herself
to her husband from the first, that she had held in reserve a
craving for her former life and associates. Now, with the reali-
zation that he possessed all of the qualities of manhood which go
to make a loyal companion, she changed her mind. They are hap-
pily married today and their farm is truly a home.

You cannot divide your affection and still be true to the one
whom you promised to love and cherish. Give yourself freely,
fully and wholly to the task of creating a home with your loved
ones. Learn the great secret of contentment, for the Bible says
that “godliness with contentment is great gain.” Let us be satis-
fied with what we have but not with what we are. Let us strive
to build more noble characters of our lives and inspire our loved
ones to greater heights. ‘That is the secret of our being on earth—
to help others!

TO LOVE THER OWN CHILDREN

It has been said that “The hand that rocks the cradle is the
hand that rules the world.” To a great extent that is true. The
mothers of today will mold the ideals of tomorrow as they shape
the careers of their children. 1 am sure history will confirm that
it has ever been so. The mother of Samuel dedicated him to the
Lord even before he was born, and he became the prophet who
influenced the life of all Israel. The mother of Moses nursed him
at the request of Pharaoh’s daughter, and even as a babe he
imbibed with his mother’s milk the story of the tragedy of his
people which made him the great deliverer from Egyptian bond-
age. It was the mother of Timothy, with the advice and assistance
of her own mother, who made of that young man 2 true and
fervent lover of the Lord.

This principle 1s as true in profane as in sacred history. Abra-
ham Lincoln, the great emancipator, declared, "All I am or ever
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hope to be, I owe to my darling mother.” George Washington's
mother was a woman of sterling and uncompromising character.
It is no wonder that Lord Shaftesbury exclaimed, “Give me a
generation of Christian mothers, and I will undertake to change
the face of society in twelve months.” The responsibility resting
upon mothers is indeed a great and noble one,

Children are what the mothers are.
No fondest father's fondest care
Can fashion so the infant heart

As those creative beams that dart,
With all their hopes and fears, upon
The cradle of a sleeping son.

In view of this, it is a matter of solemn thought and grave
deliberation to view the kind of mothers which we are now pro-
ducing. The future looks dark and bleak indeed unless we are
able to cause those to think, and think seriously, who bear chil-
dren into this world. The value of a child to a nation is greater
than that of any other form of wealth, Socrates once said, “Could
I climb to the highest place in Athens, I would lift my voice and
proclaim—TFellow-citizens, why do ye turn and scrape every stone
to gather wealth, and take so little care of your children, to whom
one day you must relinquish all?”

It would appear today that children are not wanted. One reads
the advertisements of houses to rent, and sees repeatedly the
notice, “No children.” He sees the placards in the windows, “No
children.” But often that same sign is written upon the hearts of
those who marry. If you could see down inside of those souls
you would behold a desire for pleasure, for gratification, for sat-
isfaction with the things of this world, but there would be written
the words, “No children wanted.™ And because of that condition,
there are multiplied thousands who become murderers, killing
their children who have been conceived, before they can see the
light of day. Jealously thinking only of self, greedy, grasping for
worldly wealth, mothers take that sinful road of abortion, not
realizing that some day they shall stand with the blood of their
own children upon their guilty hands, to be judged by the One
whase own Son was murdered because of envy and selfish greed.

The happy homes are the homes with the children! Nothing is
more pitiful than to see two people grow cld together with noth-
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ing to look forward to except oblivion of their name, with the
grave swallowing up all of their plans and hopes. When you
marry, do sc with a view to starting a family. You owe it to Ged,
whe ordained marriage with this in view. You owe it to the
nation which cannot survive unless you meet your responsibility.
If for some physical reasen beyond your control you cannot have
children, then adopt some, and give them the love of a father and
mother. Do it for your sakes as well as for theirs. Unless you
find an outlet for your mother instinct you can never be fully
happy in marriage!

And when you have children—love them! Prepare for their
coming by becoming a Christian. It is unfair to your children
not te give them as many oppertunities as you can provide. Then,
why give them the benefit of physical strength, of well-shaped,
well-cared for bodies; and of well-developed mental faculties;
while at the same time you neglect the thing that really counts—
their spiritual development? You owe it to those little lives to
live as a Christian. Jesus said in his beautiful prayer uttered for
the disciples in John 17:19, “For their sakes I sanctify myself,
that they also may be sanctified through the truth.™ For their
sakes, Jesus was the Great Teacher of us all. We can safely fol-
low His technique. He knew the power and force of an exem-
plary life, He knew that actions speak louder than words. He
set himself apart that others might do the same. So, as we look
upon our children, we may say to those who ask us why we strive
to live a Christian, “For their sakes I dedicate my life to God,
that they also may be dedicated to Him through the truth.™ Let
us daily dedicate curselves to God in behalf of cur children.

As you look upon a growing child, what do you see? It makes
all the difference in the world in shaping your attitude toward
these little lives which have been entrusted to your care. Two
men were looking at a large rock, when one said to the other,
“That thing is an eyesore, and 1 feel that it should be lifted from
its bed and hauled away.” The other, who was a sculptor, said,
“1 see an angel in it.” He set to work with hammer and chisel
and before long had brought to light the form which he had
envisioned. To one, the rock was an encumbrance, just something
in the way. But the other saw a vision of that which was beau-
tiful inside and warked to bring it out.
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Do your children appear te you only as annovances, come to
disturb what otherwise would be a calm and quiet routine? Do
they appear as stumbling stones thrown across your path, block-
ing the way to enjoyment of a butterfly night life? Or, do you
see within that little childish form the greatness which needs only
the loving care of an understanding heart and mind to bring it to
light where it can bless the world and attain unto heaven?

Love your children! They will be a reflection of you and your
life. A mother stood at her door cne day while her little girl was
playing on the front porch. The mother was astounded to hear
the youngster as she suddenly grabbed her doll and shock it, burst
forth with the words, “You good-for-nothing little scamp, you
come right into the house this minute, or I'll beat all the hide off
of your back.” The mother broke in, saying, “Here, here, I am
surprised to hear my little girl talk that way to her dollie.”™ “Oh,”
said the little girl, T was only playing, and he is my little boy,
and I am talking to him like you did when you got mad this
morning.” How many times children are but the echoes of their
parents!

When prairie fires start and sweep across the land, those who
live on these great expanses start another fire to check the onrush-
ing tides of flame, They fight fire with fire! But you cannot fight
with the fire of anger the fire of your child’s disposition! You'll
only make the flames more destructive. Therefore, you should
study your children. God has given you a key to their needs in
the temperaments which they possess. Love will find a way to rear
those little ones to please God, because love will never stop seek-
ing and searching until that way is opened up.

Love is not pampering. True love consists of stern devotion to
the right. It is not always mere tender emotion. There are some
who think they are loving their children when they cater to their
every whim. The surgeon is not unkind, who, in spite of the
resistance of his patient, goes deliberately about the job of remov-
ing the gangrene from a wound. Neither is the parent to be
deemed unloving who firmly and decisively, in spite of the protests
of the child, goes about the task of removing the evil inclinations
which might otherwise destroy the whole life of the youngster.

The Bible says, “Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let
not thy soul spare for his crying.” Discipline {s necessary in life.
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It must start in the home. If it does not, and the child is left to
grow up with the thought that he can always have his way, it
will eventually work his ruin and everlasting destruction.  All
lawmakers are agreed that their laws of restraint will be virtually
ineffective unless reverence for thuse laws is taught in the home.
It is your job as a mother, in order to have a happy home, to
instill respect for God and the rights of others in the hearts of
your little ones. You will heap sorrow upon sorrow if you refuse
to chaster your children when they need and require it, Love
your children to the extent that you always do for them what is
best, regardless of what it may cost you to do it!

KEEPERS AT HOME

The inspired apostle Paul instructed the young preacher, Titus,
that he should teach the older women in order that they might teach
the younger. Paul was interested in the formation of Christian
homes. Thus one of the things he bound upon Titus to teach was
that the younger women who marry are to be “discreet, chaste,
keepers at home.”

To be discreet means to “possess good judgment.” To be chaste
means to be pure—in heart and in conduct. No happiness can
he found in a home where there is distrust and suspicion. Some-
times a wife will desire to maintain her popularity in society and
even with the opposite sex, to the extent that she viclates the rules
of propriety, and flirts with others. It is evident that such action
lays the groundwork for a broken home, if it is not stopped at
once. Keep your heart clean and you'll keep your life clean. It
is out of the abundance of heart that the mouth speaks. It is
from the heart that fornication, adultery and other forms of un-
cleanness proceed. Most locse conduct is the result of loose speech,
and is always preceded by it. Guard your thoughts and your
speech and the life will take care of itself!

But we wish today to emphasize especially the quality of a
Christian wife expressed by the term, “keepers at home.” The
home is the wife's domain, There she can reign as queen. She is
adapted ¢o it by nature and qualified for the task by intuition.
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